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Summary
It was such an amazing trip to KAPIC, and of course, Kagoshima. Not only did I have the chance
to communicate with the Japanese, but I could also learn more about Japan. Also, it was a precious

chance to use more Japanese after taking four basic Japanese courses.

Although the first day going to KAPIC was tough because of the delay of plane, long journey of
Shinkansen and shuttle bus, this 11-day exchange told me that it was worth going to KAPIC.

We had three chances to have some activities with primary school students, secondary school

students and vocational students.

For the primary school students, they were a group of playful kids. It was cute seeing them
introducing themselves with English. When playing games, they were also focused and enjoyed playing
with us. Whether it was during Eagle and the Chicks or dodgeball, they were always fighting until the last

minute. They even won us in dodgeball! As a university student, [ was quite ashamed but surprised.

For the secondary students, when we knew that there would be only three secondary girls joining
our game, we were always worried of giving too much pressure on them. Surprisingly, they were three
energetic girls, being so engaged in quizzes and games. Their Englisn teacher was also an interesting man
and he had studied abroad when he was young. When we had barbecue at night, we talked with them
pleasantly using English.

For the vocational students, as they were at the similar age like us, it was quite easy to start a
conversation with them and talk about common interests. Even I could not speak Japanese so well, they
were very kind and patient when listening to me. As a professional nurse, patience is always important,
and I was glad that they were patient to everyone. Especially Haruto, he was always energetic and

talkative, it was my pleasure to have joined his group.
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The homestay programme was also memorable. Oscar and I were assigned to Mr. Imamura’s
family. We played all day long with the elder brother Shoogo kun and his sister Yuuka chan. As primary
school students, they like playing different kinds of games. Whether it was hide-and-seek, throwing dolls
or drawing, they always accompanied us and enjoyed the time together even though we were not too good

at speaking Japanese. We had such a great and relaxing time staying with the energetic kids.

Apart from exchanging with the locals, I also recall unique moments with the members of
KAPIC. The most unforgettable (unforgivable) one was being put on makeup by the girls. At first, I
thought it was just kidding or only some easy and clear makeup for boys. However, they were being
increasingly engaged during the process and put on ‘beautiful’ makeup on my face! I was stunned by

what they had done to me. They were too good at doing makeup, even boys could not escape.

Overall, it was a great experience. I had a lot of chances to talk with the locals. Our teacher, Maki
also helped us a lot when communicating with them. Other staffs in KAPIC also worked hard behind the
scenes to make sure we have a smooth trip, so I am thankful that KAPIC provided us with a comfortable
living environment and an enjoyable exchange programme. Especially Hazeyama couple, making fresh
and delicious meal for us every day. Finally, it was my great pleasure to have such kind and supportive
people to be my groupmates. As the leader of the group, I was also led by them a lot. When I was down,
they were my company. When I was bright, they cheered with me. Again, thanks to everyone I met in this

programme.
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Summary

I went to the KAPIC Centre in Kagoshima for eleven days. It was really something I will never
forget. When we got to Fukuoka and had to travel a way to get to the centre in the mountains, I was feeling
a little nervous and also very excited. We were all strangers at first. Living together and sharing food playing

games at night and going on adventures every day made us become friends.

The things we did to learn about the culture were very interesting. We got to wear kimono do the
tea ceremony, which was hard on our legs because we had to sit seiza. We learned some basic rules for
when you stay with a family. We also got to see festivals like when we made Tanabata decorations. All of
these things helped me learn about culture in a way that I never could have from just reading books. The
best part was when I got to stay with the Uchino family for two days. We had meals together played with
the kids had a barbecue and even had some conversations in Japanese. It made me feel like I was really part

of the family. I still talk to my host family and my new friend Haruto, from Japan.
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I had a great time with school exchanges at the university and the nursing school and the primary
school and the junior high school. It was fun and also a little challenging. I had to give a presentation in
Japanese for the first time which was scary but I made it at the end. We played some Japanese games and |

taught them some games from Hong Kong. The Japanese students were really energetic, warm and inspiring.

We went on day trips to Sakurajima and some beautiful shrines with transparent torii gates and the
aquarium and the local markets. The food at KAPIC was amazing. I loved the curry and the tempura much

that I had seconds.

By the time the program ended my Japanese was better. | was more confident when I spoke
Japanese. | made some wonderful friends too. In retrospect, this experience was really short that I already
missed Kagoshima. I learned a lot about Japanese culture and how to communicate with local people. I
even learnt more about myself. I am really thankful, for this experience and the memories that we created
together with the university students, the nursing school students, the primary school children and the junior

high students.
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Summary:

In the summer of 2026, I joined a short-term exchange programme in Kagoshima organised by the
Department of Japanese Studies. I first heard about this programme in 2023, but I did not join it at that time.
One day, I suddenly felt that something was missing from my university life. I wanted to have an

unforgettable experience and practise speaking Japanese, so I decided to join the programme.

Before the trip, I had just finished another service programme in Taiwan. I returned to Hong Kong
and left for Japan again the next day. Our flight was delayed, and the flight to Kagoshima took a long time.

However, I was still excited about the ten-day programme.

After arriving at KAPIC, we joined an opening ceremony, Japanese speaking activities and
different cultural exchange activities. At first, I was not used to the natural speaking speed of Japanese
people. Sometimes, it was difficult for me to understand everything they said. However, I used Japanese

every day, so I gradually became more confident and spoke the language more fluently.
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During the “Fureai Practical Conversation™ activity, we travelled around Kagoshima with local
Japanese people. We visited shopping centres, ate ramen and Shirokuma shaved ice, took photo booth
pictures, played games and rode a Ferris wheel. We also talked about the transport, food and daily life in
Hong Kong and Japan. Although we were late and received a funny “punishment”, the whole day was full

of laughter. It became one of my most unforgettable memories of the trip.

We also had exchanges with students from a nursing school, from a primary school and from a
junior high school. We got to know the students through presentations, origami, games and sports. At first,
some Japanese students looked shy, but they were actually very friendly and active. I talked to them and
shared our interests. I even found a common interest with some students because we all liked Japanese

mahjong.

We exchanged contact information, and when it was time to leave, we kept waving goodbye to
each other. This experience made me understand that people can build real friendships even if they come

from different countries and speak different languages.

The two days with my host family were the most touching part of the programme. At first, [ was
worried that I might say something wrong or find it difficult to become part of the family. However, my

host family prepared a self-introduction in Cantonese, so I quickly felt more relaxed.

We made takoyaki, prepared dinner, went for a walk, played video games and chatted together.
When they learned that I liked tomatoes, they took me to eat tomato ramen. Although we only stayed
together for two days, they cared for me as if [ was one of their family members. When we said goodbye,

the host mother, her son and I could not stop crying. Their kindness and warm welcome deeply touched me.

Besides these activities, we also experienced wearing kimono, taking part in a tea ceremony,
playing Japanese drums, having a barbecue and enjoying fireworks. We visited Sakurajima, shrines, a
waterfall, a cultural museum and local roadside stations. I learned a lot about Japanese culture and also
became close friends with the other members of the group. We exercised, chatted, celebrated a birthday and

joined funny competitions together. Every day was full of happiness and laughter.

The ten-day programme ended very quickly. On my way home, I saw the same place at Fukuoka
Airport where I almost left my luggage ten days earlier. At that moment, I truly realised how quickly time
had passed.
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This exchange programme enabled me to improve my Japanese speaking skills and boost my
confidence in the language. At first, I was not good at speaking Japanese, but after using it for a long time
in Japan, I slowly became more fluent. I also learned to communicate with other people actively, try new

things bravely and treasure every meeting.

I am very thankful to everyone I met during the programme, including Peter, Winnie, the staff
members at KAPIC, the nursing school students, my host family, the primary and junior high school

students, their teachers and all my travel companions from CUHK.

The end of the trip does not mean the end of our friendship. I still keep in contact with my host
family and the nursing school students. Although the journey has ended, the memories, friendships and
feelings will always remain with and within me. These ten days have become an important part of my life

and one of the most precious experiences in my university life.
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Summary

This report recounts my first visit to Japan—a journey that stirred both apprehension and curiosity.
My anxiety centred not merely on navigating an unfamiliar country, but on the prospect of actual verbal
communication. Nevertheless, my ten-day stay at the Kapic Centre turned out to be a profoundly rewarding
experience, during which I encountered numerous warm-hearted individuals and forged memories that I

am certain will endure.
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The initial day proved challenging. While riding the bus, I found myself repeatedly glancing at my
phone, trying to verify the correct spelling of “7 1) A ¥ /L. My teacher, Maki, gently dismissed my
concern with a laugh and said, “Just use ‘Crystal’ is fine.” I felt relieved, yet I must admit that hearing

“Crystal” still gave me the odd sensation of assuming a persona that was not entirely my own.

Over the following days, however, that name began to surface with increasing frequency. Upon
arrival at Kapic, I saw it printed on my name card. During the university exchange sessions, the Japanese
students consistently addressed me as “ 7 1) A ¥ /L & A ,” showing remarkable patience with my
rudimentary Japanese—a kindness I greatly appreciated. Curiously, with every utterance, the name felt less

alien; the foreign-sounding label gradually started to feel like a natural part of me.

The most memorable moments, unquestionably, came from my homestay family. On the very first
evening, my host mother greeted me with a hand-drawn sign reading “7 ') A ¥ /)L L 5 Z %7, which
means “Welcome, Crystal.” Seeing my name rendered so carefully by a stranger instantly warmed my heart.
They took me to visit shrines and the seaside, where we shared a meal of fresh sashimi over rice; although
the rice was somewhat cold, the panoramic view more than compensated for it. That same night, they had

secretly set up a birthday banner inscribed with “7 1) 2 ¥ )L BHLAEH B H T & 5”7, which means

“Happy Birthday, Crystal.” I was moved to the brink of tears. My name, which I could not even spell

correctly a few days earlier, was now written with such evident care by people I had only just met.

Then came the cakes: one from my host family, and later another surprise from friends at Kapic,
each topped with “Crystal” in icing. Seeing it repeated over and over, I began to experience a genuine sense

of belonging.

Towards the end of the programme, we wrote thank-you letters to our host families. I practised

writing “7 1) X ¥ )L several times on scrap paper before signing the final version—yet when I actually

put pen to paper, I did so without hesitation. On the last morning, my host mother came to see me off,

holding a small Regional Flag of Hong Kong and handing me a letter. The envelope read “ 7 ') A ¥ )L &
A7\, which means “To Crystal.” Inside, they had written wishes for my coming-of-age at twenty. I read

it and wept again, unable to hold back my emotions.

In retrospect, this trip was never simply about sightseeing. It became a process of self-discovery—

not in terms of adopting “Crystal” as a foreign name, but in realising that [ am capable of forging meaningful
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connections across language barriers. Today, when I hear someone say “ 7 1) A ¥ /L.,” I no longer think of
spelling or nervousness. Instead, I recall the hand-written banner, the two cakes, and my host mother waving
goodbye with that flag in her hand. That is more than enough. I will treasure every face, every moment, and

every time my name was spoken.
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Summary:

The 11-day journey at the KAPIC centre in Kagoshima was an eye-opening and rewarding
experience during my study at university. Although I took only two Japanese courses, I applied for the

exchange programme in anticipation of an unforgettable adventure in Kagoshima.

One of the highlights of this journey was the cultural exchanges with local students. On Day 3, we
went sightseeing in Kagoshima City with a student from Kagoshima University which allowed me to
practice my spoken Japanese and better understand the beliefs and values of Japanese youngsters. On Day
4, we welcomed a group of nursing students to the KAPIC centre and introduced Hong Kong with Japanese.
After learning more about Kagoshima and their student life at the nursing school, we had much fun playing
games prepared by both parties. In the afternoon, we paid a visit to the nearby Folk Museum and were given
the opportunity to wear the folk attire found in Southeast and East Asia. On Day 7, we visited a local
elementary school. It was a pleasure to be welcomed by a group of children and to play the classic Chinese
outdoor tag game Eagle Catches Chickens and dodgeball with them. On Day 9, we welcomed 3 junior high
school students and their teachers. Again, we had a lot of fun playing games and fireworks as well as
chatting at mealtimes. In retrospect, I am grateful for the above exchanges with local students and all of

whom took the initiative chatting with us.

Another highlight of the trip is the homestay experience during the weekend. Not only was I able
to actually live under the same roof as a Japanese family, but I also got to encounter locals of different ages
from babies to the elderly. When my host family brought us to a summer festival held in a nursery, it was
fun playing and chatting with the children from the same volleyball team as my host family which would
be unforgettable to me who aspire to become an English teacher. Watching fireworks at the nursery was

magnificent as well because of how close we were to the fireworks. Also, we watched a thrilling friendly
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volleyball match in a junior high school gymnasium during which the eldest daughter in my host family
played. It was like watching life-action Haikyuu!! I am truly thankful to my host family for their warmth

and hospitality, as well their sincerity in conversation.

Moreover, | would like to express my genuine gratitude to the KAPIC staff and the teachers of
traditional cultural activities. Thanks to the elaborate notes prepared by the KAPIC staff and the teachers,
I have grasped the politeness and formality in Japanese culture through learning the relevant gestures and
language during the cultural activities. It was worthwhile experiencing traditional cultural activities like
Kimono wearing, tea ceremony and playing the Japanese drum Taiko since hands-on experiences help
retain my memory of local culture. I would like to give thanks to KAPIC staff for their warmth, patience
and guidance on our introduction of Hong Kong and games prepared for the exchanges with local students.
They taught us social taboos when living and interacting with Japanese and always reminded us of the

importance of mutual respect which have further raised my cultural awareness.

In sum, the trip to Kagoshima was fruitful and has broadened my horizons. Engaging with the locals
certainly boosted my confidence in Japanese and motivated me to continue learning the language. I am
grateful for the people I encountered in Kagoshima especially companions from CUHK. Yet, most
importantly, I learnt to appreciate different ways of living and values while remaining authentic in the

global village.
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Summary

Looking back on those 11 days in Kagoshima, I realize that the most valuable souvenirs were not
the souvenirs I bought, but the friendships, the cultural insights, and the quiet growth I experienced within
myself. This trip was far more than a language course or a sightseeing tour — it was a journey that challenged

me, humbled me, and left me deeply grateful.

The homestay was undoubtedly the emotional core of the whole experience. I arrived nervous,
clutching a piece of paper with my host family’s details, worried about my clumsy Japanese. But my host
parents, Y{jin-san and Yukari-san, immediately put me at ease by speaking Mandarin, since they had
studied in China. Their warmth transformed my anxiety into comfort. Playing with their two energetic boys
reminded me of my own younger brothers back home — that familiar chaos of siblings wrestling and
laughing. Sharing a meal where we made sushi together, with nori in our hands and rice on our fingers, was
not just delicious; it was a moment of genuine connection. I learned that language barriers dissolve when
people are kind, and that hospitality is a universal language. That night, when we talked about Chinese
herbal medicine and their travels, I felt truly welcomed into their world. I left their home with a full heart

and a promise to try making that sushi in Hong Kong.

Equally precious was the bond I formed with my CUHK teammates. The nightly “village chief
talks” became a ritual I will never forget. Lying on our hard pillows, we shared stories, fears, and dreams.
Those conversations made us more than travel companions — they made us friends. I discovered that
everyone had their own struggles and strengths, and that listening is as important as speaking. The laughter
during our impromptu “fitness competitions” and the hilarious make-up session (which I still swear never
happened) brought us closer. I am so grateful to have met people from different faculties; they broadened
my perspective and taught me that collaboration and humor can turn any awkward moment into a cherished

memory.

Culturally, every workshop opened my eyes. The tea ceremony, with its meticulous etiquette,
taught me the value of mindfulness — though I confess my legs screamed during “seiza”. The taiko
drumming session showed me that passion can overpower technique; our nine voices together could not
match the teacher’s single beat, yet we felt united in rhythm. Wearing the kimono made me appreciate the
artistry in every fold. And presenting in Japanese — first trembling, then more confidently — gave me a real
sense of progress. I realized that making mistakes is part of learning, and that people are far more forgiving

than I imagine.
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This trip also taught me to embrace the unexpected. From getting my shoes stuck in mud to the
dryer disaster, I learned to laugh at myself and adapt. I discovered that beauty lies not just in Sakurajima’s

volcano or the park’s greenery, but in the people beside me.

In the end, I return home not only with better Japanese, but with a lighter heart and a deeper
appreciation for connection. The 11 days felt too short because they were filled with moments that mattered.
I am immensely thankful to KAPIC, my host family, and my wonderful teammates for making this an

unforgettable chapter of my life.
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Summary:

KAPIC Center, which stands for Kagoshima Asia Pacific Intercultural Cultural Center, was
established in 1994 to host international exchange activities in Kagoshima. The center has accommodation
facilities such as rooms with hot water supply, training rooms, a cafeteria, a laundry room and a recreation
room. The exchange takes place in the Kagoshima Prefecture of Japan, which has a rich history and culture.
It is also famous for its stunning views of the mountains and ocean. The prefecture is perhaps most famous
for its active volcano: Sakurajima. Traces of its eruptions can even be seen on the streets as volcanic ash

deposits on the ground.

During the exchange, I participated in a wide range of activities, such as cultural exchanges with
Japanese schools and immersive cultural experiences. Our cultural exchanges spanned primary schools,
secondary schools, and specialized training colleges. My buddies and I organized different minigames from
Hong Kong to play with the local students. We also introduced our city and our language to the Japanese
people. In return, we learnt about their games and culture. For example, students from a specialized training
college taught us origami. Through these exchanges, I had the chance to talk to the locals and exchange our
cultures, such as food and famous scenic spots in our respective places. Besides, we had cultural
experiences such as trying on kimonos, a type of traditional Japanese clothing, and playing traditional taiko
drums. During these experiences, I learned about different types of kimonos and taiko drums, understanding
the complexity of Japanese culture. Lastly, I participated in a two-day homestay with a Japanese family.
During the homestay, my host family brought me to a traditional Japanese summer festival, in which I
tasted various Japanese foods and watched performances such as a taiko performance meant to ward off
evil spirits, and Bon Odori, a traditional Japanese dance. I even went to the daughter’s volleyball practice

with the rest of the host family to cheer for her.
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There were several memorable moments during the exchange trip. While walking with a local
university student around Kagoshima City, I had the famous shirokuma shaved ice, which was delicious.
Besides, every one of us performed in front of our host families as a thank-you performance for their
volunteering. We had prepared dances and songs and had rehearsed multiple times prior to the performance,
so it was rewarding to see our work pay off, as the host families enjoyed our performance which used Hong

Kong pop songs adapted from Japanese big hits.

This exchange provided deep insights to different cultural customs in Japan, which are often
different from those in Hong Kong. For example, people in Kagoshima stand on the left side of the escalator,
while Hong Kong people stand on the right side of the escalator. I also learned various aspects of traditional
Japanese culture, such as experiencing a summer festival first-hand, and learning the basics of playing a
traditional Japanese instrument. More importantly, [ experienced Japanese hospitality first-hand. They
treated us as guests to their country. From the local university student who gave all of us snacks to the host
family who treated us with free meals, everyone welcomed us out of pure goodwill. It showed me an

authentic Japanese culture aspect impossible to fully grasp unless one visits Japan.

Ultimately, this exchange trip greatly enhanced my Japanese skills, ranging from listening skills to
speaking skills. During this exchange trip, we almost exclusively communicated in Japanese. This forced
everyone in this exchange activity to listen and to converse in Japanese. In this 11-day exchange with a lot
of Japanese input and output, my Japanese skills were greatly enhanced. Moreover, this exchange trip
improved my confidence in speaking Japanese. Many language learners, including me, hesitate due to a
lack of fluency. However, one cannot reach fluency without practicing. Such opportunities are difficult to

find, especially in Hong Kong. In Hong Kong, there are very few opportunities for us to use Japanese.
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Summary:

From 29 June to 10 July, I participated in a short-term exchange programme in Kagoshima, Japan,
organised by the Department of Japanese Studies at CUHK. The journey was filled with cultural immersion,
language practice, and unforgettable memories.

After a chaotic start involving a broken-down bus and a flight delay, we finally arrived at Kapic
Centre. On Day 3, we had the fureai jissen kaiwa session, where local university student Shogo guided us
around Kagoshima. We visited Tenmonkan, enjoyed local ramen, savoured shirokuma shaved ice, and rode
the Ferris wheel.

On day 4, we had an exchange with students from Kanoya Nursing School. We took turns to give
presentations. Then we learned to fold paper shuriken, received origami tulips and spinning tops as gifts.
We played Japanese games like janken train and introduced Hong Kong games like whispers. Lunch
featured a surprisingly harmonious honey curry. Later, we tried on traditional costumes from various
countries at the ethnic museum.

In days 5 and 6, these two days are homestay secssion. | stayed with the family of Yoshikazu san
and Hanako san and their three young daughters. We set up a paddling pool, shopped for groceries, played
UNO, and shared meals together. They ordered a special sushi platter to welcome me. On the second day,
we enjoyed a relaxed day at home, ate at the famous ramen shop Miyoshiya, and visited a sunflower field.

In days 7 to 9, we have excahnge with primary school and secondary school students, Kanoya visit
and cultural worshops. At Takakuma Primary School, we introduced Hong Kong in Japanese while students
introduced themselves in English, followed by games of "Hawk Catching Chickens" and dodgeball. We
also experienced wearing kimono by ourselves. Another day included a visit to Kanoya, where we climbed
to a shrine, drew omikuji (getting sue-kichi, then sho-kichi), and shopped at Donki. We also had a tea
ceremony lesson, discovering the perfect harmony of wagashi and matcha, and a lively BBQ with junior
high school students, complete with fireworks and a musical performance.

On the final full day, we tried wadaiko (Japanese drumming), attended the closing ceremony, and
celebrated Crystal's birthday with a surprise cake. The next morning, we departed for Hong Kong, enjoying
a final bowl of black oil ramen at Fukuoka Airport. The trip ended with a reunion dinner the same night
back home, where a joke about sleeping at the airport fooled our teachers — a fittingly hilarious end to an
extraordinary journey.

This exchange deepened my understanding of Japanese culture, improved my listening and

speaking skills, and left me with cherished friendships and memories that will last a lifetime.
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Summary

This trip to KAPIC and Kagoshima was a once in a lifetime experience and has become an
irreplaceable memory of mine. Even though I was quite exited for this trip, I was also quite nervous, as |
would be spending 10 days with at the time, complete strangers. But this fear would soon fade away. As I
spent more time with them through miscellaneous activities, we have become great friends that I cherish
very much.

The trip’s main activities were very enriching as well. We were able to spend a day with a local
University student at Kagoshima, have an exchange with primary, secondary and vocational students

respectively, a homestay program, and experiencing a lot of unique Japanese culture as well.

The exchange with vocational students was particularly memorable, because it was easy to talk
about common interests thanks to our similar ages and they were really accommodating as well. When they
were teaching us how to fold a paper crane, I kept messing up the steps, but they were very encouraging
and patient and I eventually made one albeit a bit crooked. An interesting anecdote as well was during one
of our conversations I mentioned that one of the Japanese artists I listened to was Kenshi Yonezu, and one

of the students pointed out that I looked kind of like him, which was surprising to me.

Another highlight of the trip was the homestay program. My host family was the Imamura family,
and they were very hospitable. It was interesting learning first-hand the differences in daily life between
Hong Kong and Japan. Most of my time during the homestay was spent playing with the kids and they were
very energetic, which resulted in most of the games we played were physical activities like hide-and-seek.
They had so much energy to the point where I was questioning where it came from. The slower pace of life

in Kagoshima is definitely something I could get used to.

Experiencing Japanese culture taught by professionals was also a delight. Learning the intricacies
of traditional Japanese clothing and tea making was and eye-opening experience. Wearing the traditional
clothing was a unique experience as well. While kimonos could easily be rented, I believe that wearing
clothing embroidered with family crests, typically reserved for nobles, is not common. It felt as if [ was a

true loyalty if only for but a moment.
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This trip was an invaluable experience to me as it made me venture out of my comfort zone. Talking
with locals comprised of different age groups was not something I would do alone, and it was thanks to this
programme that I was able to do so. The Japanese cultural activities were also very in-depth and enriching.
It has made me gain a deeper appreciation for its practitioners and their dedication to the preservation of it.
But most of all I was very lucky to have experienced the above-mentioned things with likeminded people.

They have made my enjoyment of the trip tenfold, and I am glad to have met them.
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Summary

Looking back at my 11 days in Kagoshima, I realize that this trip was much more than just a
vacation. It was a journey that changed how I see myself, how I talk to people, and how I handle difficult
situations. I went there feeling nervous and unsure. I came back feeling stronger, happier, and more
confident. At the start, I was worried about traveling with eight people I didn't know well. Would they like
me? Would I fit in? But I quickly learned that if you are open and kind, people will be open and kind back
to you. By playing billiards and taking silly photos, we turned from strangers into real friends.
Maybe...friendship is not about how long you have known someone, but about how much fun you have
together.

The biggest surprise for me was how much my Japanese improved. The homestay was the best
practice. I talked with the mother, Erika, about food and anime. I went bug hunting with her son, Saku. I
didn't use perfect grammar, but I used what I knew and they understood me. I think I know that learning a
language is not only about being perfect but also about connecting with others. I really want to keep
studying Japanese so that [ can have even deeper conversations next time.

[ will always remember the simple, happy moments. Running through a field to catch grasshoppers
with Saku, watching the beautiful views over the volcano, taking funny photos in the Japanese photo booth.
All these little things made the trip special. In the end, I didn't just visit a new place. I grew up a little bit. I
learned how to make friends quickly even with an unfamiliar language and how cultural exchange is
achieved. I hope one day, we can all return to Kagoshima and create even more blissful and beautiful

memories together.



