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Bringing Mt. Asahidake Closer:

From Distant Sacred Realm to Japanese Leisure Destination,
1920s~1930s
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Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Tiibingen

26 February 2026 (Thursday) 3:00 ~ 4:00 pm

Room 401, Leung Kau Kui Building, CUHK
In English. No registration required.

All are welcome!

This talk examines how Japanese settlers reimagined and branded Mt. Asahidake, Hokkaido’s highest peak, to advance
colonial goals. For the Ainu, it was a sacred and distant realm, but after Hokkaidd’s annexation in 1869, settlers replaced
Ainu cosmologies with new narratives. In the 1920s and 1930s, the Hokkaidd government, educators, journalists, and
alpine clubs sought to bring the mountain closer everyday life by promoting its sublime beauty and accessibility, while the
Imperial Japanese Army elevated it as a symbol of Japanese spirit. These redefinitions transformed Mt. Asahidake into a
symbol of Japanese imperial identity, illustrating how mountains served as tools of dominance and regional assertion
within the empire.

Chris Tsui Shuen Lau is a historian of modern Japan and a postdoc at the University of Tibingen, Germany. Her research focuses
on cultural, social, colonial, and global history. Her current project explores modern mountaineering in the Japanese empire,
using Mt. Asahidake in Hokkaido and Yushan in Taiwan as case studies to investigate how mountains were reimagined and
repurposed for colonial objectives.
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