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This course aims at examining the dynamics between every-
day life, modernity, and the representation of tradition in 
modern Japan from two different perspectives. Part One of the 
course introduces students Japanese responses to the idea of 
modernity, and the cultural transformation and social crisis 
over the course of Japan’s modernization. Part Two examines 
the continuation of, rapprochement with, and appropriation of 
traditional elements in the cultural lives of contemporary 
Japan.
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