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Short summary:

This short-term exchange program is a summer short-term exchange program organized by the
Department of Japanese Studies, with the destination being Kagoshima. My 11 classmates and me will stay
in Kagoshima for about 12 days. We took a Japan Airlines (JAL) flight to Tokyo and then transferred to
Kagoshima Airport. Although | have visited Japan with my family no less than twenty times, this is my first
visit to the southern region of Kyushu, Kagoshima. From the beginning of the registration, | have planned
to go to some historic landmarks during this trip, such as the Kanoya Air Base History Museum and the
Sakurajima Volcano. When the teacher distributed our travel itinerary, the part | was most looking forward
to was the homestay. This exchange will enhance my understanding of Japanese and its culture.

In this short-term exchange program, the most interesting event is the 2 days homestay event.
Despite my nervousness about my limited Japanese proficiency, my host family, the Tomenaka family,
warmly welcomed me. On the first day of this homestay event, We visited the Kanoya Air Base Museum, a
local roadside cafeteria, and a matcha ice cream shop. The day ended with a home-cooked barbecue
dinner featuring homegrown rice balls and green peppers. Following a relaxing bath and sampling
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cheesecake. We had chatted until about 11 o'clock and we were ready to go to bed, and they prepared a
room for me. They provided me with a unique Japanese "Futon”, sleeping on “Futon” was a wonderful
experience.

After we woke up, we had a traditional Japanese breakfast with 'natto’ (fermented soybeans), | was
shocked by the sticky and fermented feeling. The first destination we visited this morning was the tomb of
Emperor Jinmu's parents on Mount Kobu and the Swan Shrine in Shibushi City. We also visited a Shirotori
Jinnjya before returning to the Kapic Center. The homestay experience was an invaluable chance to
connect with local culture and everyday life in Kagoshima.

To conclude this trip, | was worried about whether | could communicate with the Japanese normally
at my Japanese level before joining the 12-day KAPIC Japanese Cultural Experience Program, but in the end,
| found that although my Japanese level is really average, the Japanese are still very patient. They would
like to try to understand what I'm talking about. This short-term exchange program made me love the
place and culture of Japan even more and strengthened my interest in learning Japanese.

Even now, every bit of those 12 days, whether it is Homestay or visiting scenic spots, is as vivid as
yesterday. Although there are many interesting and unforgettable experiences that cannot be recorded
here, these memories will become one of my important memories at my university.
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Short summary:

It has been wonderful that after 3 long years of pandemic, we can finally set foot out of Hong Kong
again. Although this is not my first time visiting Japan, | have never been to Kagoshima before. Thus, when |
was told that | have been given the chance to go on an exchange programme to Kagoshima with my fellow
schoolmates from different years and faculties, | was more than thrilled and grateful for the upcoming
experience. Looking back, this 12-day trip has been truly eye-opening and | had never thought that this trip
would end up becoming one of the memories | treasure most in my university life.

One of the most memorable parts of the programme is that we were given a lot of opportunities to
interact with the Japanese locals to experience the gist of their culture. From having a round-city day trip with
local university students of our age acting as our local guide sharing with us the newest teenage culture to
visiting primary school understanding how kids learn and grow under the local education system by dining
and playing with them during lunch, to participating in group discussions and presentations with local and
international university students to share our daily and learning lives with each other, and to learning how to
prepare Japanese cuisine, the tea ceremony and trying on kimonos from local masters, each activity has
provided us with the chance to immerse fully into different aspects of the culture and the lives of the people
there, making our stay an exceptionally interesting and unique learning experience for each of us. Moreover,
through our daily interactions with the staff members at the center and the people we met during our stay, we
learnt to express ourselves and understand others better in Japanese, greatly improving our language skills, as
well as bridging the cultural difference in communication between us and the locals at the same time.

Another experience which definitely worth mentioning is our stay with our respective host families
towards the end of our 12-day stay. We were given the chance to have a 2-days and 1-night stay with a local
family so we can have a better understanding of the local life and people. | am truly grateful to be assigned to
the exceptionally hospitable Tsuruda family, tea farmers living in Kanoya, who provided me with the happiest
experiences of practising Japanese calligraphy with their son, visiting their home barn and farm, shopping at
the grocery store and supermarket for ingredients for dinner preparation, having shabu shabu as dinner and
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going to farm ourselves in a rice field together as a family. Though the activities all look frugal and nothing
touristy, | was more than happy to be able to spend my days working barefoot in the fields, running with the
kids around and watching cartoons with them, as well as helping the parents with the chores and sharing a jug
of homemade tea together at the dining table. It is all the small things that count and from them, | feel that |
have been included and surrounded by love and care during my stay, which is surely an experience or feeling |
would not be able to get from a mere visit as a tourist.

This exchange trip to Kagoshima was more than just a trip where we just sightsee and have fun at
tourist spots like regular tourists. We did, of course, have loads of fun, took a lot of pictures and ate a lot of
delicious cuisines (thanks to the auntie who looked after our meals in the center’s canteen), but apart from that,
we also experienced first-hand the beauty of the city, the scenery, the people, their culture and their attitude
towards life. Not only did my Japanese improve a lot after the trip (as a side effect), but | was also able to
reflect deeper from my experience on different aspects, such as education, social elements, intangible culture,
etc,, on how they coincide or differ from ours, some | wanted to discover from this trip before | came, some |
did not expect myself to find. Before we knew it, we had made a lot of wonderful memories and forged
precious friendships along the way. | was more than grateful to have participated in this amazing trip into the
summer of rural Japan.
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Short summary:
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our daily lives for many years, many face-to-face activities and
overseas exchange activities have been unfortunately cancelled, causing us to miss many learning opportunities.

From June 23 to July 3, 2023, | had the opportunity to go to Kagoshima for an exchange programme organized
by the Department of Japanese Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong. The aim of the trip is to give us
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the opportunity to communicate with local university students and primary school students and experience
Japanese culture with a host family.

These ten days in Kagoshima were a very remarkable experience for me, not only providing me with a
chance to explore Japanese culture but also for practising my Japanese through communicating with local
students and people. The trip has provided us with various learning and exchange opportunities, including at
universities, primary schools, and homestay experiences. | thought that communicating with Japanese has always
been a challenge for me due to my lack of fluency, however, it turned out great and we were able to
communicate rather smoothly. Despite the language barrier, Japanese people were incredibly welcoming and
patient, encouraging me to step out of my comfort zone with their warmth and friendliness. | also made a lot of
friends during the tour, it was a great pleasure meeting them in the trip and travelling with them in the ten days
in Kagoshima.

On the other hand, the staff in KAPIC were also very friendly and kind to us, leaving us with a remarkable
experience. They provided a lot of assistance and feedback to us especially during our preparation for the
presentations, allowing us to polish our presentations to make them more presentable. During excursions, the
staff also introduced us to the history of Japan, allowing us to gain a deeper insight into the culture of Japan. In
addition, the meals at KAPIC centre were also very tasty and diverse, and they surprised me with every meal with
different kinds of food. The environment there was also very peaceful, and we can enjoy the beauty of nature
there. It was great for us to stay here and experience something different from the busy cities where we usually
visit such as Tokyo and Osaka. As this is the first time for me to visit Kagoshima, it broadened my horizons as |
observe the difference between Kagoshima and Tokyo. Kagoshima is a city that is famous of its bay and
comfortable climate, full of nature wonders making it an authentic environment for people to live in.

In conclusion, | have had an amazing experience exploring Japanese culture and connecting with the
local community during this exchange programme in Kagoshima. It was a truly enriching experience that
allowed me to immerse myself in Japanese traditions and culture. | have gained a deeper appreciation for
Kagoshima's rich heritage and the warm-heartedness of its people through engaging in cultural activities,
communicating with the locals and immersing myself in the tourist attractions in Kagoshima. This experience will
forever hold a special place in my heart, and | hope to return one day to continue my exploration of this
wonderful city.
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Short summary:

In late June 2023, a group of eager students embarked on a transformative 10-day cultural and
educational journey to the beautiful city of Kagoshima, Japan. This adventure was not just a regular school trip;
it was an opportunity for personal growth, cross-cultural learning, and fostering lasting friendships.

Upon arriving in Kagoshima, the students were immediately enchanted by the bustling city center and
the lively Tenmonkan shopping street. The sights, sounds, and smells were a sensory delight, offering a glimpse
into the vibrant lifestyle of the locals. As the students explored the area, they also had the chance to indulge in
Kagoshima's delectable local cuisine, such as the famous Kurobuta pork and unique Satsuma-age.

Immersive cultural experiences were at the heart of this journey. The KAPIC Centre, a hub for cultural
exchange, became the students' haven for learning traditional Japanese arts. Under the guidance of skilled
chefs, they discovered the secrets of preparing authentic Japanese dishes, fostering an appreciation for the
intricacies of Japanese culinary artistry.

The visit to the Kagoshima Folk Museum provided a deeper understanding of Japan's historical
heritage. From ancient artifacts to exhibits on samurai culture, the museum unveiled the diverse tapestry of
Japan's past. The awe-inspiring beauty of nature was not overlooked either, as the students marveled at the
breathtaking Arimura Lava Lookout on Sakurajima and strolled through the picturesque gardens of Sengan-en,
connecting with the natural essence of the region.

Education played a vital role in this journey, and Kagoshima University opened its doors to welcome
the students. Engaging discussions with local students allowed for an exchange of ideas and experiences,
broadening everyone's horizons. Academic pursuits transcended borders as the students shared their dreams,
aspirations, and challenges, creating a sense of unity among them.

A captivating aspect of the trip was the students' participation in traditional tea ceremonies and the
opportunity to don exquisite kimonos. The delicate rituals of the tea ceremony unveiled the grace and harmony
embedded in Japanese culture, leaving the students with a profound appreciation for simplicity and
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mindfulness. Learning how to wear kimonos demonstrated the importance of preserving cultural heritage and
paying homage to age-old traditions.

Perhaps the most heartwarming part of the journey was the visit to Kibinago Elementary School.
Despite the language barriers, the universal language of friendship and kindness prevailed as the students
engaged in playful activities and shared meals. Bonds were formed, leaving an indelible mark on both the
visiting students and the local children.

The homestay experience was undeniably the highlight of the trip. Each student was warmly welcomed
into the homes of local families, breaking down cultural barriers and building bridges of understanding. The
initial apprehensions about communication difficulties soon dissipated as host families and students found
ways to connect and communicate beyond words. The homestay experience taught the students the
significance of empathy and compassion in creating meaningful connections.

As the journey neared its end, the group gathered for a farewell party at the KAPIC Centre. Laughter,
tears, and heartfelt speeches filled the room as the students reflected on their personal growth and the lasting
impact of this trip. Lifelong friendships were forged, and the memories created would forever hold a special
place in their hearts.

In conclusion, the 10-day cultural and educational journey to Kagoshima, Japan, was an extraordinary
experience that transcended the boundaries of geography and language. The students returned home with not
just a better understanding of Japanese culture and language but also with a profound appreciation for global
unity and cooperation. This journey showcased the immeasurable value of cultural exchange in shaping open-
minded and compassionate global citizens.
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Short summary:

| am deeply grateful for the opportunity to participate in this exchange program.

When | interacted with the students at Kagoshima University, | was surprised to discover the vast
cultural differences between Japan and Hong Kong. However, we also found our common ground and shared
our perspectives and feelings joyfully. The innocent and adorable smiles of the children warmed my heart
when visiting Kihoku Primary School. Playing with them made me forget all my worries. We also visited
numerous attractions in Kagoshima, which could let us gain a deeper understanding of the history and culture
of this area. It broadened our horizons.

In addition, we also had time for learning. At the Kapic Center, we learned about traditional Japanese
culture, such as tea ceremony, Japanese cuisine, and kimono. We not only gained knowledge from books but
also had hands-on experiences to deepen our understanding. The most memorable experience for me was
wearing kimono. After learning about the history and knowledge of kimono from the teacher, we had the
opportunity to wear kimono. But we had to put it on by ourselves. Although | had worn a kimono before when
traveling to Japan with my family, this was the first time | had to put it on by myself. Watching the staff at the
kimono store help others put on the kimono didn't seem like a big deal, and it was put on quickly. However,
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when | tried to do it myself, | realized how intricate and complicated it really was. It seemed like an endless
process. We spent a full half-hour just to put it on.

Meanwhile, our life at the Kapic Center was colorful. Every night, we gathered to play games or chat,
and we stayed up until after 1 am. We even set off fireworks, which were incredibly beautiful and unforgettable.
There were laughter and sweat, we created a lot of wonderful memories. Furthermore, the Kapic Center is
situated on a mountain, surrounded by picturesque landscapes, and far from densely populated areas. This
enabled us to rest well, as well as find peace and comfort.

Homestay was also one of my favorite activities. Through the two-day-one-night Homestay, | gained a
deep understanding of Japanese daily life and made Japanese friends of similar age. We shared our interests
and even kept in touch after returning to Hong Kong, which was rare and precious.

| am grateful to have made friends during the exchange program, especially Tiffany and Ruby. We
have a lot of common ground and interests. Even though we only spent twelve days together on this trip, we
became so familiar with each other that it felt like we had known each other for twelve years. Even after
returning to Hong Kong, we have kept in touch and often make plans to meet up.

This exchange program greatly improved my Japanese language skills. Whether conversing with
university students or host families, | forced myself to speak entirely in Japanese, which significantly enhanced
my oral proficiency. If there is a similar opportunity in the future, | will apply again.
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LEIE, HTERIBITERGEETR, BRENKT=RET OKRRAKT T , HAIBRERRZERN,
ERammEENE _fa, BIRAME, FMUEFTEE, TEIRE-ERKAMENHE SR, BRIFIER
HIORMRIE | BT HRERFRTNGE, FEWRERISELIENANZ=ER | ROVBERERE—£=E0 @

WIRERERHED —ONEZERM, FHEEIFETXAZIN KAPIC BEEERHIEIA, thEHM
—ITATEREEH TTZE, EIESENEEETE, EREGFERMNBE—KAPIC Center | Ehifilz BH#EH
DU, —FMREGTRABENEREMEE, AREERITTHERENREER, BRSAKRIIEM check
ino BRFOLBEERER, FILUREEMEE, FTEARBEZEEER, BTRETEREREXEREEM,
—TZFMERTEEZREMRTFRERESD, FHRZFHEMMN~ANOEMRIEABHEE, BEHNHIERE
28, FR, F|EEEANF, FHR2EAXALE S, BEBE, HMABXERIMABEE, EFFOREGTE
MRtEER, —RHEHREREH~HEREREBEETINOVERSFENITREEE, HAZTE-—BRNS
R (BETEFENBEEBMN) , ARBEAXRNITETI2HSMNER, UPHEENEERERES® S |

(5)
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F=H (24/6) AINHWEELE

REFRICIHE, PZiB KAPIC MEHREZMEKTENEE, ERRECKIIEEERBEE, EEREHRT
BRETTL, EERPIRE, HRAREEER, ZZZEERAENECE KEEBEHR TT) , TE1TERERERS
B9ZE, FINARES., THMUE, BRAREMARBLEESE, REERRTHIEEERXNENERS, 1K
IR Cherie RIfEFI 2B AMAZTIA. DTSAMBEESA, RINBEE LB CHERDER, HBIERAES, S8
SAEEEBNRUANLE, EHELPEREREE, ERFRTVERHENKSTUERE (EEER
FHRDF ww) , FFEXRKENEMNRATEREAZESENE D, FBEBRHAR, ENRERSMEMTT

BMMEE b2 RE TRAE, BEES=E, #FHENMBTERZSULEIINRANESL, #AESIER
#WEMEE (BEAKT ww) , BEXRFAEREEIRENSE, SEEENOEEEEBER, HHL A TR
BB, XiBME, EEMELHNEERNTEESABTRG, SABESE HBEESAREKES!

B I E L KEERY Disney Cats & Dogs Exhibition (HARIRRE) FRXEERER, REFER
FERNEZNEFHES, F—RER—ESF, BCFHE 2% HENCEGHIIPEFERE, RERERPERK
W5 TIRIEIE, EEANE, BEEREAE oS (RAEEERERFH®RT ~) , IFZiFzE @ ~
RERRFRATERETRE LI Animate BYIFE (BEIAMERMERBESEFEMET, BRREK

" '.. e 1t / - u_e = 1

=z v

RERE TEAME Amu Plaza, ARMEREIRAEE, BREETEE. Fmk. ERFF, BIRESH
BIATA—R 2R, BRARTWE T L EH @,

i L AR HSESARYRSAT AR —EEmEMEN B REK~BERMKERE 100 2! | (RERREE
HTBBLERTETRT)

REEENEEEMBRE—ITARI GO, BRTERNVEEREBMBITE TT. BYEE LB CHBEXK
TR, BRARENAKRET (MLRHEBFEELFH Cherie WERBIZFT RO ~HHRO) , SHTEA
UBEER, ZOMREFACHEFNEE, —BRXTR, BHAFRMERER-MHEELLE, EERIECHBEE
HRENBMES T, ERNFERSH | | IFF—IRE, BARAMFNENTEREREARRES &/, BEARBIE
FEEREM, AMRBEIREER, AREFRMAIWEE, EZE KAPICHRNEFSELTARE, NEBAE
CEARERMIERE | XABTRENRZFFHERE, EFRFHONMNEERERE TERIIAREES
HEEBRERLM, ERRHEAMRAETF 1T ROBRHARNEENRE, RENBEERZEN—Y),
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MAEmRNERINMER, EXRENNBHDHREREHLO | BHERELNAEA, ENRSERSER
BIRF, BRBRERSNHEBHEREARN | | BHTETEAR ! | #RELTMNERT P RE, B

BERNERNEREHIRM ! 8

FIUH (25/6) BARIEIRKER

ERAXNBHAEEN—X, THEEHREHRMERLSENEEFETUENE—RNFE, —TAREL
FHATREREEZES B SHNFEFEITH. BRNEE TEEERNEZERY (BINEHMEHEMN Cindye @) ,
MEEBREERABRER ww, ZEBEHRERE, XBHRERE RER—EFELTETRMET EE—/\0,
BEEMARKKEFITFE, HELIATNE EEERBRBESAIT,

FEUBEK, RET KAPIC Z2HNREKEESER, ARLTEAT T TERENRE, {AZOHH, MEFE
MEBERERERET, SAMBEBA/AEARE, RHELY. ZENREEANERSEER. £5FEF, BT
BS. AIRP LR HESLH, FUERFEHUSTENOBEEFSH, BT OMEER, REOMNESP
fﬂ@k%*—*xﬁ’;‘f’ﬁﬁﬁo
(6)

FAH (26/6) B MBESBHIBREAEBRRE

—EARNBERIFERTERNOBANANER, F—MARERITENEES, HEHESEES AL
MEZBWMNER, BRRANEE (BEESEIRRE) , ARBPICENMEHFTHE, HEEE, —RE—K, 18
TARDBENER~
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SREERELEAREZFR BEREZENGE BRABNERBIE, GECEEMNS AT
B, MESEMEMSHEMIFELERATO ! | FEBRAREI TIWEEZER. EEFEZER, BAREGNE
KRB, TEEEHFENNAKRE, EALEEREIESAL (FRERTR | RFIBEBEZEE AL 360 EBE
B—E T RRE) .

=

BRR-MEZERZSEABHNRAE. RAPRNEEANELE LR UGHRTLAMARMEERAE, =
E—8, AME—ITAERETRBEGHHE beat B | | HETRNENHEEEARELEEFUENER, &,
FEHEMNABEMZFREFRENAEREERR, —REEETFRMARESTE, ARMEAHETERARER, *
Foedk RARER OHITEBG B IHE LR ~~raiatg, AIEHEHE — VX ANKRTR, EXLERF
FRAEABIERANHE, AREEEFT % HRFLNMREEER—ERBETRIFREHHERS L
B, (BRIREEMAREINEAREMNES NERERIFEE), HREREE,

BB AR, RR—ITARIT AEON BEth/ERE ARRE /MY, ERFETEDBER, ARBEYHYLICH
FREEMFRE, BIRE, RECEERFREESER, XSEFHNER FHERBXEhAIEX ) BHhl.
EERITEED, ARSAEFERMANTEIRIRER, RELRBLEITRENH TERENEER, SKRIE
BEEE, ELFR, BE+209K, BRKANEEFWSEERE, RENEA-LEENER, RESELHRE,
EERERIMBNE, LEEFRE - REESERNRBA, EXLGAREBRE, FIAMLESR, BFFEEEA
TREZERY, MBUEREKAREROUARRZ, #AREFREN-+2E, BARRTEMRERET. &
TMENBEBERE, SRA—EXNITEAHETOIL, ERRRHEIEEAENER, HERES IAHLXE
HEMNLZRER @ ~BESRRKEEAREE, BEERNGA HXTER SKNEASBEHEHERS
EEERTEXRO! || )

g7 A (27/6) Homestay HAZEQAT NS ¥l

SRELE, HFERLTHERM Homestay AN EMMENEXE, ZEHETHMATVEHEBEREE
BUERRE. B AEE, ARBIRET host family ERKGIF, FRFIFAEL TH—TEABDECLFH host family
R EER, PR, /EF. REMESSE, BRMANBRGEAMRER ! | HMeaRkIZABEN
NEITREMER, ARMBIFEEOHEHHREAREELA YMCA (AL Cindy BT2RTERF, &R

BRRBRIAEMFEERSET T ) , BFEIRSAEEREM—EBE ww

EX KAPIC RHFMEDIRS, BABBREREES FHREETRONE, RARTH— LR 25
THRBRIERSIOBIA (FEM B30 BHEIIE board game MHERMARS) , —SH BTN, ARHIER
—TEIT KAPIC B, AEEEE—THHNEBNEE OUERSREBAEHEEERR, TEbHEL
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BE, HESHFEZ-TEARANLR, BREAKEER—THR FHETHEN, FAUSAROESRE B
—TRER FRMEEE, ©)

FHH (28/6) EINBRIZREiEEME

—KEFR, RBRE SALEMRE SRE-UERMECIEIL/NER, RN, BHART+S,E
BEEMIBEH, RBEHENE, RREEAETHEAERESEE M, RENGER ELUARAMER, BA—BERDH
MEENKRE, HDAFELTHRBERRK. EERE, BRK—EF, EF-KHERHE EERFENNZTFFIRE
MARBF, ?iE’]‘I’ AR @ @ | 2HB%, HMAKRITERBE, ARRN—IENRXRE (BXEEEL
MNFEAIAE, BEIEIFBLULEMD host family BIBFHEIAT send FEFEHMETE ww) o

ﬁiml:,,\qﬂ%EE/J\HifFﬁ%EEHEHi’m” %K:’u\” (B, MEEesRs, EEREEEREERT
HkS) , BEEEREMMAUZBLERRMANBEL BEE! 1) , AHERRTBRITBRNERY | |
RBREXMPAREBMOERRHE, HFELURERNEAYIA, LUAEHRETER RNEEMANBESE
AEE ARUFHES+IFEL, 2HERAR !

ERe%, HMAEMA—NESRIFRRE, HNBEM—EHE, DERMNZU/NENNSE,
EBA/NFHIEERM (ENBAIEQ | |) , ARTERMLIE, RRFSEER, SV tidiESs
Mt EE, EMREBKERE FROKE LE-SHNBE-EFHERFANER, REREREL
TERA—BNEBFETHMHMEASEEER, REMNBESETARE ww (FRGEBREHR—ETHN
H<BRA) o FERBE, MMIHEEBMRIZG, EETEEBEMNFHRIERE, WAFERE, #HHER E
HEE), BAETHOMEREANNEENBR, KBEHE, H<EPA. DHEPATMEEPAERBE—ELDT, £
RFeeETERMINE (BN KREEN host family WAARFEHE ww) , BEARFERRE, EELEAC
X RE, SRFESFHEEMA LY, REMRBERET, BRAREN, TE5 —HBEZRIE-LERAN
Mk (BRen, tE3EHN, +95F%! ), AURBMABKKELECE, FRERKEEC—MIERE
2 @@, PHAERIREMBIEEBNEMEERE RXX2?7@) , R —(EXBRGETRURI MM
NNEFHE, REERN—EY

BE RALKE S  NEFEFRE T BRI ASE, k?&ﬁ'&ﬁ%ﬂﬁ'ﬁ’ﬂ%?, BB A B
M PERER, IS —12, SASE—EWELALL, BABN, LI MERBI7ES 2 SRR (AR
EMOR AR VERREE (ARBIERMEEEHT ww) . SBBEKET —(ERE ARBELET
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5F, AFRE—££/)WMEHERE, AT TXEEC—4%E7, REMWMTEREE—RET., —RiFBRe, &
EREARBRARNER, BNBEABH RS TERBRERRS, HHcAREBHEBEALEEHEERRAER,
RMBMEMAZZXEARNNEZFTRERBHRBOMERR, REREBISHBAARAREENAERE
B RETRERXENER E5rABEER~) , BREAMKRERER, —ERERIER ww &%
RE)TEMNATE, BREHERINRAERE RAZMSERE~) , BIUER, FREFGEAEIIESN
BRI, BRERCKEZRTMEN, BEEMELERE, RAREZINEEEST, HE=ANLERKTRE,
BFEZRRIRE, iR LNAEENEREEMESZLNTHE T,

R E Lo B E, TR/ NBAERBERREMER], REAZESEEHEPA PHEPA
SEPANET, IRMEMFIE ERERNNRMMAEF, BERUMERKFHERERRER, ARBPEETE
ZIERLE, BEXRHETHEEM BEEER, RENRETSAIZNMMTT, ROMEMHFIRERERRER.
BRoB%R, TWARETER—FELIUK~EZEEHN, RERBISRAE, FRHIERMERIIRE,
HINESEZSRET,

: e o

e EESTAERTKME] KAPIC MZEMRBIETL HEFTEBA) | AEREE—RERITAEEBRE XS
ROEIRIETE, BE B RRMMBIRA R ICE, NEEXRR (LHREFTEAENBXS) , KANEED
BEEHM, AN OmERE, ZRARATECH, HUMBERTEEERNTEN, RIBHE, HRAESE, FIKEL
MRERNRER, £ ABIUB—KHIERE, BRABHNWER Tiffany (BEX ) BB THESNEE, Fs
TREERRE LRI —MRNERER, BSHRMMEERUGEIR, KUBNERTE !

EEEREERBEIEE LR, ARREBZFREERENFTLAI), EFEDTARIIORNM MW
MLhorl, BN, BREKRENRGEAHEIORMIT T 1T BAR—EXE. BnE, HAMELET
—ETREAN—F R AMBAFBE, EEMMAZRERANAERRFERKEEBET —4, RERIOETR
FERYDHBE, CHPEFRERETMEZEMELZNRE, ENFEETERGHR TT eEESERIERS,
el AR, EBIIBELARSEBE ML EFINEE, KAXRSHAGSNEEFN—EEHTHE, HE
BREREEEN, FHRMESERETHARIE, BEXET ! ]

8)

F£/\B (29/6) FBEIEWEER

SFD | AR RHMBRIENTL, BRINGEFSSARFRRIEEOSGEENE, FINES
AAISCER GBS, S SR BESCERE, SR EEMNEET, EERMHEERICENES,
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BAERFIEALNED, BHARXRNWRRAGSBELENRE, LTPHVIEHAN, BEL—E, FERAFNKE,
AHBER, BMEFEMANETAIRT, REHEXFTE, BB -—THANTREREM, NAATOXKIMNE
FERERE @ @ (ERREZSIEUROBRT~) , Bkt FoBEE, MAXAIERERINEE
(EEEEERIFMSERHES) , BELFH+-LREEFEMEE ! |

BFERE, —TABRRETHNEESR, RARUESEYERRBRIVND ., TEMERARMARETERNE
AERE BEMK! 1), REFIERNRANBITS, EEZREURENBANBHRNAKRNSH (B
REBRHIFIR) , ERERRBAFMMRANG—F, M0 EVRGE. BERIEELELRSE EE2KH

y =<AE

RRT, BT REZHFEYNNHE, REEEEALRHMBRELETHTY, BRFEREREERN (K
KRBT FILHELOKR TR . REEEARBHE~EARM—ITXEMREITHE, LTNEETEREBR, B

MEHFBE-BESMT, ENBREET, SERA, ET-BEMNEHERT I REAMAY, XE
@ &

- >

i e |- o L __' = .
BAEDRBREXKRE T BHKME, RFAXZEET KAPIC FEIREE, TRFHEER, RE—TKB
RER, BRDHESERT~ (ENX—BEROHS ! 1) (7)

FAH (30/6) KIBHER

- USS = o Vasd
SRBE, HME—5ARIM)AELBE R BNRE ~RRT AR LB IIE 20 RE
M EERASRFINEHRER T, FMLUITRELTETHER THE, #ARRESS, BESKEETEEIER
£2, NEIBEHORGAR, WAREARCEETARBO, FUKEHS © @~

FRNBEREEE Joycafe ENHS (RAREALETEREETAR) | SBFREEALEHS
BRY, HPERISENENEEE SREEASRTLGIDELODE, FUBSEIRRERELRL
BRI R, BRECHANSARD T TR )




REHMBRITTIRM, REMNEE2HEL, —RIEFINEILVENEE, FEBRRBHNZBELEBETR
ZM~ B — KRR LUIE, KERIERMAESHE, MAAMNETF 90 EREL, #AREL. A\REEEE,
BEENRERNELEM T T REG L, MARHEE, BREEPE, TEESAEH W W (FLrE®RX
REBIVNOERERIR)  BIARSERMERE, TEURAERANRLEE——BR, SEERO O @

?i‘FEEE’J%?'JT*WﬁEH, e BEEERleNEREHLIIEEES ?'H:—E’JE% (XL&L@#(H
BIBAREZBWE TR | | 2FiB%, BRI THER, BMEATHELEHF, RERTHREMNIE
BIRCE], BRINEST~HRUBRED THERWHE, EMEXRONANE, REREERTEFHZ—
BREXEE, TAUERZBERHIINT, 2CXBLZE (HATNEFREAS &) , BHRMEERESM N
REBRZ %, BEMAEREFEN, NEERM—ITFRETES, MURAR, FREMRS~

RERMHNEY V¥1-FEEYRE~EM Cherie &%@ﬁ’iﬁd\Y_EZMEITEHME', A EERRIRIEEK
MIEERTFFEBHR, A RkAHMEEE, FEERAREETR ww ! BEKEB5SK—mAHMmE, MESRE
RTERN—K, e LRIFIEMUE, ARBICEKIFBERESE homestay HIITE, LEENRIBFR~

(7)

%+H (01/7) Homestay

ERRE THFEAR homestay T ~FRAIMEIRH, AREFROXFERARPHREZEZERNERE

FIEME TT, FTLUERRFEUHEER, BRANORMARIMAR, HRKESLERFEIENBRAESE, LR

DAMPIE LR, BRRBAMRNEH, REEERBARRRHESENS —(IE2 Tiffany 7, BEMIEE S
CN B ﬁﬁugzﬂiwﬂﬁtmlﬁo

REELHRZAREEENEAER, BA—TA—FHRNBECS, RBRELMOEH host family,
IR PIBFREEMPISEL TR, RERMVEEHLE. AIZRNAOUKATHBEWEYA, B R ERIAEE A
DUKABEEE R (BERIBRAAK T8, BR)  FEERXIBE, AREH host family BEEAREE T,
M H —%&HY homestay ZRIEX/ERA T ! |

A9 host family BEHEHEKXIF, #OYATHBVELABKPARE, BHAEERESHLHN, FIT
Tﬁﬁftﬂﬂﬂﬁff’*ﬁ’fﬁﬁfﬁ, IRESHARERFSE, MARIERSBEFLAMEGIVEE, BEHLT2IMNE KAPIC
Program $F4R, ZEIGHME UG R REIEXNPANE, wPAIEZREBMHFFRER ! |

EEITJ’\?JdFEJT{l)\Fﬁ tHRERIBECEERHE, —LIEF, BHEEERZ(BXERE)BEME.
BMEEESY, SBHAIOUATIR—, RRERITE I BF (EMRMBTKREBEE, RIUET B
RARE ww) , ERBARAEREEZNEMERREBEINETEHINET~IET—i, BERETARNFELR
EEREEEE, iIDJH:IE.:.,\E’JWﬁT& Bk, BRARENGHEIEEERBBR @ @ &

Vfi

——

BE, EE%E% $%ﬁﬁ§%@ﬁﬁ%§mﬁmiwﬁw<ﬁ%ﬁ?%ﬁmxx,ﬁﬁ%@?
SEE) , ARMBOAAEER B RIEERFE RUNSERNAEEL~RIEEEEEE B
(PSSR AR B, LNREBN S . SEOEE, CRBFNETEENES, ARRENFHE
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HBRENE R ERMBMET, BREHBARNBZBRRANLEX, SEHMMBRE~BRE, FA, EREN—=
R R IR D R 1S 8558, BHEAEERMGMIMNEERM, EHFEFRNWFORBMOBEBRLFTF EBHT
FEERE)  RENRE, MPMEBERMRBEEZNAE ! (RE—KXERAE, EESHAZSENABELRSR
U.RET T

BEENT -SRI TIRERERNIEH, BABRBNEM, REURAOYANIERMEEE M
RN, FHOELREEHET], THEEEEREE - RAEEER PETRZEAFIZRE T —FHE,
BHRXGEHB\VEPA—ERLEEBRERY, EFEZNAOUATERMIEEE (MEIERBSBIR,
DM Tiffany ERGERIZN | 1)  ANKELAE, BHEXGEMRESRERMZARERSEHOSTIE/ K
REREACR, BEMNBHEREERM, —TTFRATKITF, BRAIOUEET -2 40 BERKE B
30 7 — Bk, BEARADYUERKERRK, REK, EERFBIMNERAOVERBNE ? I BNERER, Ew—F
HMREETE  R2E, Bhe o, BPREBEHREREFReAZESRETE | ERIMFEHAZR &K

£ - - - _ =y A J ¢ _— i

Eyek, HAIRIBARITRT, BEREEAERNIXEE GIREBEXNRE) , TN
FHEENBRO, E—ERE-SBRNEFERE ! | 554, #HARSHEEARE, BANIHEEFHR
BI—E (ERER, RIBZSURENT2REHEMTE)  BHAKXEERMAREZHOV—ET (H0DY
ERFIHEBAMBOLEBTIRRMZBET ww) , REAHEWHEE TEERMA. TEHEVE LMK
E—SNFHIFTREE, EEL Tiffany HFEZIH LR (FHFREERE, FHRRBARKER~BRR) ,
MmADYREZREET Minecraft B, iREERIE—AEMEKIZHIIGKSE, ARAIENHRKESERITL
REEWE,

HTHRERE, SHAHSEERILLALLL, BEXGERERMBTRSERNT (KEHG) , A
BERBHRERIA T TFETHARE~ARERESZH A &, ZUPX, RE-ERUNBHRERS. B
FRRBET . AREMA—BEACE, BLEHLEERNIE LI FHERQAFANRELE, SHXGED
REFI T DI TIFREERE, #RAMPTERMOERTENRER, BN EERARNRBEFTRE,
tEEMREBEER, BSHAEUARMERMN-—EEMEANIRE, BERRFNBECHETIME, @S
BUFE NBEMNGE, RRRZHADIAMSHENE A, BEROETEMBEARER ! | B THRREIERK
PIFEE T AR EIE D ~ A OV B R E N RRZAFITTIMZNER (BEESWMRKTHRE ww) , ME Tiffany 8
BRE TEEREAEAMESBRNER ME+IEONBRARBEENR, EERTENTCKERBELIE,
BERBEEINEZ ww, MEHEHEVLLBREMEH, BT\ \NUEENEER (REFBERNCe) B8
ALERT2EY, BARTERBEEEHEFMNE D B BLTHEVErABMMNETZBR, RAREFEH—K
HBFRRTEMNEMES, BERBHEVFTER, MIRERTEMR TR R TRETR, XRERK
Huhz b (ERREEBR/IVMAT ww) NEE, ERFEE FIME EARHRRANES, SRHAB
WARFRERALMEERL @ @ (8)

%+—H (02/7) Homestay
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RE homestay ME—H, BLARFHZKEFHEAEBRT, BEETERRR, UHKEZREARAED
ENBHXERE , RPHEREBRIBHARAARERSZRE, RELFEAOMRERMEL, LML
BHEATUEICSARE NS, SEREHBHARTHREEFEW, BRAEFEICESICEYT, TEEERH
FERERIBRMBRIERT Bz % | 1) MEANTIBEIZEHREKRRENEFERR e (HBELE
ERMESASTHEHEEERIFNRER) . F—UTHK, RAREAORE SRXEEYE, IER ' REHR.
A5 EERIEE (HBVEPABMIBRIZEE)  ARKEOEE, RBEBREITE, <& (RMEXREE
FEASEFRNERTRE) , EHEIBEEMRFECYY-F TEHUMMAINER, ERARMKE S ERE,
BihgeSEEEENFEN B REFRIER B ERB 0 RIEMEE, AEENTERAZH ARABHHRIBRBAROLH
EMFRN, BAREHNMBARKER—NC..., BORERER, TEEAELESHHENE, SBETRTET
SEMOEEMBRER, EEZRHEMASAZEMTEHERESEE, LReT, EEENREREEHEERET
A, KIBERE, REERNEERRE LEFTE, SHEBERULULER,

\ . ﬁ e L. AN

.

Tk, HFIRETERBERT ~ERBRALEE —REREBR, AAUBRI-—ARBHEEESE+IH
f5 | 1 A0 Tiffany RRBRERE, —RERAOKRFFHORER TEESAARSHRLRERIE, RSB
R, +R—SREMRHEAE, TURNEREMSER, URERLEXLHRE LNMETFERSH
BRBRG @, 0=E, RA-BETFHRTHERRME, ERXFSRIIR, EEFHEWWEORER, 2
BTEF, BE-—R-ROEERL, AEOHULERNERMARIE, NORARRTEREFIRERR AT
KR | EREEXRRE, XAEXH, —BTREAERFES, BRXFAR? TEEARE, HEIRETF,
B ERXEECHEEN—EEOMN R OEENEBMAEENROMR, B R TEERBEHANEHME
HethacE (AAEEERLET) , RARAMMARES], BHNKE KAPIC UL, BFNERBEANS, &R
EEALENET, SBHAKRBEEIZEBIRAKER ww, EXE : BRIMAISRNKEREEHERBESZR
MW, HEE, KBEHMKE, ETF—ERANGEE, NEECHABRERIEINRBREMRE, HEERIDLA
TRV S, BESFREEETEEERTHRAZREEZAN! |

WwRLER, HAERZIRERR—&F, AEMEBEFERIGTE, ERRIPLES, ARBEMRX
homestay IREHIEHIE LA e & (AEMA-—RENKET, T2TEGHRE 1T, ERAER2ME, AE
RPIFABETNZRENRE, ESRLTEE R, ZHEH-REEMXEHREAVO®) , BT,
BREEAREETHMARSER, ERTIERKFABTBIIR, HATFEEN-—ERBALRKLR, A5
ETHES, B—ERE, BRERLIFRBERMRTT @ @ (ERKFATE ®) . 550, BRAEES
BRAERR, BEARTARMASERERERES, FMUERMACHERNASHEE, MUIEMNKEMKS
T® W BE—R, REP-SABRBIRHOENEPARGTHN, ARMEH-SKIRF L, RERRIHE
T=TF, ENBAIES, HEREBFIFNEEA@ @ | | HAOUKAMSEWEvAITL —81%, KNI TEEH
MRS T, S5ALEREES, EHFIEEME KAPIC £, —BEEMmAITIE,

1 “'. l ‘

[EZ] KAPIC &, BREHEMRLZENRBREE T, ARFUFEESHNEERELSRAEE ! | AR
HWEBENEFEENZEEEMRBENERRG, BTFA, BRGERXRK, —HBEEHTRSATFEFTEE
i, MEBHFESE host family FIARE BHEBME —RAFBNRES, ARWITERERHE. FEEER~
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AR EEAXERIMMERMAEERE, RFESHNBRUTRAZZNRES ©, AERARERSEBERES
EXREEZHMIEM, HAEPEEUEEE+ 2 RBMNBGSEERGEORE, #HHEM

ETR, FTREBERMARAKRRKAECRS, BRAMCEZA—EE—E SKAEAHLRBTE
MRS BN ORENEHRERE. HNEB R RIALEERoE R, EFEEERANRKE, tbE—Z
ELBECETEMNXE, BF—ZEEEEMEBTIRAK, %*%Tﬁ‘é?iﬂ’]ﬁ%ﬁx_ﬁ?%fﬂ’]m“ﬁ-%“ —RA/
BAFRREALRAINESZZEACER (REZRRALEFREER. RABN—RS) , FIBAKKHX
R, EEETRKEEHAOBHLEHWIZRER, (BENKEFT ® . EMXE 1’]’1?3%&1F3*E¥UT§DJH:/UEEE’]ﬁ—%ﬁ,
FHMBRANMKRIER SHMELE’ E, HRAREMIRE, —V—VENXEETO! | BREAKES
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Short summary:

It is not the first time | visit Japan. Yet, limited travel information has made Kagoshima an unfamiliar
place to me before our departure. Moreover, as it hasn't been long since | first received my Japanese education
in CUHK, | was also worried if my Japanese proficiency would completely hinder my socialisation with people in
Japan. Surprisingly, all my concerns were proved to be nonsense after | completed KAPIC Program. Rather than
simply saying KAPIC Program meets what | had expected, | would say those 12 days in Kagoshima have been
the most beautiful memory ever in my life. | have met lots of congenial friends from both CUHK and Kagoshima.
Every moment we had together in Kagoshima is engraved on my mind. Although most of us didn’t even know
each other before the trip, the colourful activities planned has made us great friends who shared laughter and
tears along the trip. Because of KAPIC Program, my summer this year has been made extraordinary.

Here | would like to first express my sincerest gratitude to CUHK Japanese Studies Department and
KAPIC Center. Without their careful planning, we would not have had such a great time in Kagoshima, where we
could meet local students, experience homestay and explore Japanese culture. | would also like to thank every
staff member in KAPIC Center. From designing such a well-planned program, preparing us delicious meals, to
taking care of us troublesome 12, KAPIC staff have shown their passion and professionality in organising
cultural exchange program. | also like how our sensei marked our diaries carefully and gave us warm,
interesting feedback. Thanks for everyone there, we love KAPIC Center so much and we really really had a
wonderful time staying there.

| need to thank my host family for planning such a valuable 2-day schedule for us. | really appreciate
how Tsuruda san’s family lead a hardworking and simple life. Their contentment about what they own and their
passion about life teach me to not to take anything for granted and work hard to achieve what you want. It is
quite a pity that | failed to carry out smooth conversation with my host family due to my limited Japanese
knowledge and | am really grateful for their tolerance. They taught me a lot on Japanese and simply everything.
Whether it is the talks we had, the time playing with Minori kun and Aoi chan, and their warm smiles, | will not
forget the great moments we share together. Hope we did not bring too many troubles to your family. Wish
your family all the best and Minori kun, Aoi chan grow healthily and happily! Looking forward to meeting you
when | come to Kagoshima again in the future!!

| would also like to thank Kagoshima University and Kihoku Primary School. First, thank everyone from
Kagoshima University for taking care of us strangers (who had lots of troublesome requests and poor Japanese)
even during your busy semester. We really feel how friendly and nice you all are even we just meet each other
for a day. It is our great pleasure and honour to have known everyone of you! Best wishes on your academics
and | look forward to meeting you again!! | am also grateful to have met all cute children from Kihoku Primary
School. Thank you for taking us to every corner of your campus (and didn't mind us not understanding your
words hahaha). Glad to know that you treasure nature so much even since a young age and grateful for
treating us so well. | am sure you all will grow as outstanding persons in the future!!
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Last but not least, | would like to express my thanks to my teammates from CUHK. Although most of us
did not even know each other before our departure, these 12 days laughing, crying and doing crazy things
together are more than enjoyable. Thanks for students who helped to carry my luggage, students who took the
lead in our cooking lesson, student who helped me sew my bag and taught me Japanese, and playful members
from our “Nitoryu Association”. | am really really happy to have your accompany throughout the trip.

Time goes by and our Kagoshima trip has been a month ago but the moments there still live rent-free
in my mind. Things like the sunset we watched on Sakurajima ferry, the gorgeous hanabi, always remind me
how beautiful life is. | am also thankful for so many lucky things in Kagoshima, like the pleasant weather
whenever we are outside or meeting you wonderful all. The first-time sleeping with unknown insects, the first-
time Okonomiyaki made, the first-time playing with hanabi, the first-time working on farmland and everything
in Kagoshima are what | will and what | can never never forget.

It took me quite a lot of time to finish this report but it worths it. Every word typed reminds me those
irreplaceable memories in Kagoshima. Really really thanksssss for everyone | met in the trip!! | hope my report
can help record some of our beautiful memories during KAPIC Program. Also wish you will also be attracted to
join the program next year!!
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Short summary:

As my study trip came to an end, | found myself filled with a variety of emotions. | felt a profound sense
of gratitude for the opportunity to explore and learn in such a captivating country. My experience and
knowledge gained during this trip have undoubtedly enriched my understanding of Japan and its people, as
well as fostered my personal growth and development.

During this cultural exchange, | aspired to transcend language and cultural barriers, bravely engaging in
conversations and interactions with the local people. Through these interactions, | sought to gain profound
insights into their beliefs, values, and traditions while also sharing my own. In addition to enriching my
understanding of the world, such exchanges would foster mutual understanding and respect between cultures.
As my study trip drew to a close, | found myself filled with a myriad of emotions. | felt a profound sense of
gratitude for the opportunity to explore and learn in such a captivating country. The experiences and
knowledge gained during this trip have undoubtedly enriched my understanding of Japan and its people, while
also fostering personal growth and self-discovery.
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One of the highlights of the trip was the opportunity to immerse myself in Japanese traditional arts and
crafts. | participated in traditional tea ceremonies, where | learned the intricacies of preparing matcha and
experienced the profound sense of tranquility that accompanies this ancient ritual.

The homestay experience during my study trip to Japan was a unique and enriching opportunity to
immerse myself in Japanese daily life and gain a deeper understanding of local culture. During my homestay, |
had the privilege of living with a Japanese host family in their home. My participation in this allowed me to
experience firsthand the rhythms of Japanese family life. It provided an intimate and authentic glimpse into
Japanese culture, traditions, and customs.

This study trip to Japan has left an indelible mark on my life. It has ignited a deep appreciation for
cultural diversity, instilled a thirst for knowledge, and reinforced the importance of meaningful connections with
people from different backgrounds. Through this journey, | have gained unforgettable experiences, forged
friendships, and learned invaluable lessons.

In conclusion, my study trip to Japan was a transformative journey that encompassed academic
exploration, cultural immersion, and personal growth. From the captivating sights and sounds to the warm
hospitality and intellectual exchange, every aspect of the trip left an indelible mark. Japan's rich heritage and
vibrant culture made this experience truly unforgettable, and | am grateful for the opportunity to have been a
part of it. The wonders of Japan will always hold a special place in my heart, and | look forward to exploring its
wonders in the future.
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Short summary:

Last month, | joined an unforgettable 10-day trip to Kagoshima, Japan. Bursting with excitement, |
actively grasped every opportunity to immerse myself in the local culture, education, and breathtaking tourist
spots. From forming connections with local students to mastering the art of the Japanese tea ceremony and
wearing the traditional kimono, every moment of this journey left an indelible mark on my heart.

My visit to Kagoshima University and primary school turned out to be an eye-opening experience. As a
learner of the Japanese language, | grabbed the chance to interact with students and embrace the nuances of
the language by firsthand. The warmth of the young minds not only enhanced my language skills but also
inspired me with a renewed sense of enthusiasm for cross-cultural exchange.

In order to deepen my understanding of Japanese culture, | participated in a traditional tea ceremony.
Preparing matcha with serene precision is an art that helped me appreciate Japan's historical rituals and their
strong connection to Zen philosophy. This ceremonial practice nurtured a sense of mindfulness and tranquility
within me, which | carried throughout the entire journey.

Another cultural highlight was the opportunity to wear a beautiful kimono with the patient guidance of
local teachers. The grace and beauty that came with wearing a kimono not only exuded elegance but also
kindled a profound respect for the intricate craftsmanship that goes into creating these kimono.

Among the various shrines dispersed throughout the city, the Jintoku Inari Shrine stood out as a spiritual
sanctuary. Enclosed by trees and plants and serene surroundings, | felt a strong sense of tranquility. These
experiences allowed me to know the significance of spirituality in Japanese culture and its ability to enhance a
sense of harmony with nature.

One of the most cherished moments of my journey was the home stay experience. Embracing the
concept of Japanese hospitality, my host family kindly welcomed me into their home. The shared meals,
engaging conversations, and witnessing their daily routines allowed me to gain true understandings into the
daily lives of the locals. This close experience brought cultures together and showed the warm and kind-
hearted nature of the people of Kagoshima.

As the 10-day adventure came to an end, | realized that Kagoshima's enriching encounters and
experiences had transformed me forever. The trip not only expanded my knowledge of Japanese customs,
language, and traditions but also enlightened me about the importance of intercultural exchange.

| returned home with treasured memories, lasting friendships, and a strong appreciation for the people,
culture, and natural beauty of Kagoshima. This journey has sparked a desire within me to continue exploring
the world, embracing diverse cultures, and fostering connections. Kagoshima will forever hold a special place in
my heart, reminding me that the true essence of travel lies not only in the destination but in the profound
personal growth it instills.
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Short summary:

| am very greatful to participate in the 2023 kapic program. | know it was not easy for the staff, both of
CUHK and KAPIC, to organize such a wonderful program after years of quarantine. 11 days of KAPIC program is
one of the best momories in my first year of university study.

During the program, we got opportunities to experience the Japanese tradition as well as get in touch
with some local people. It was a precious lesson not only for practicing the Japanese language, but for better
understanding of Japanese culture as well.

KAPIC program offered us loads of opportunities to encounter Japanese people. We got a chance to
utilize the knowledge that we learnt in class which is an indispensable process of language learning. My verbal
Japanese has improved a lot by the time | had completed the program. Besides, | get to know much more about
the modern Japanese society through having conversation with them. For example, | may learn about the live of
a Japanese university student by talking to one, | may know about the live of an average Japanese by living with
one, etc.

Moreover, KAPIC program has plenty of activities designated to let us find out more about the
traditional Japanese culture than merely visiting sites and temples, such as Sodo, and Kimono. This is unusual to
a recreational travel, which is something | think we were all looking for when signing up for the program.
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The major event that drives me to signing up for this program is the homestay session. This is the place
where you can get in depth with Japanese through participating in their daily events. It was an amazing
experience to have as it was such unpredictable and opens up new things in your life that you may have never
thought of. During the homestay with the Kinosita's | was deeply impressed by their devotion and enthusiasm
towards volleyball, which brings me to discover my own interest in it later.

Other than getting in touch with local Japanese, we also had to live, for most of the time, with our
schoolmates, who we had never knew until the program. It was a miracle that we get along so well without even
though we had no way of filtering each other. It was always to have a bunch of friends around you especially
when you are in an alien environment.

To conclude, | had learnt about Japan more then | had ever done in the past few years of learning the
Japanese language. The various activities that the program has to offer gave me an insight to the traditional
culture of Japan, e.g., Sodo, Kimono, Shinto shrines, Kagosima dialect. In addition, the opportunity of meeting
local people had me know more about the modern Japanese society, such as food, living, and recreations. Now |
am grateful for everything | had in this program, the food | have eaten, the visit that | made, the people | have
talked to, and all the friendship ever gained. Immersing myself into this foreign culture took a lot of effort, but |
am glad that it did not go to waste.

Nevertheless, | would like to express my appreciation to everyone involved in the program. Thank you
for bringing such an educational, yet delightful program to us. Thank you for being ever so patient to the
mistakes take | have made.
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10. Ef8RT MA, Cheuk Wai

Introduction

One week after returning to Hong Kong from the KAPIC program, | pulled up my phone’s album with
all the photos we took in our trip in my need to feel like the fun has not ended yet. | picked up this report today
as a means to record and reminisce our time in Kagoshima, one of the most valuable and unforgettable trips
I've had in my life so far.

Day 1 (23/6): Arrival

We arrived in Kagoshima airport at about lunchtime and were allowed to buy food from nearby stores.
Immediately we felt that this place was different from tourist occupied cities like Tokyo and we must put our
Japanese knowledge to good use. The girls in our team were quite easily excitable, and we were in no lack of
excitement when we could buy common Japanese snacks in Family Mart. As for daily utensils, KAPIC does not
provide any utensils except a cup for brushing your teeth so some boys had to buy razors, and it would be a
good idea to bring your own hangers too.

After arriving in KAPIC, we were greeted by the staff. They were very considerate and tried to use
interesting ways to help us remember their names. But even though they would rephrase difficult sentences to
help us at times, they usually let us try to understand their Japanese on our own without translating for us. |
believe chatting with the staff really helps us improve our Japanese because it forces us to listen and speak. The
canteen staff was also very nice and the food was very delicious. The center staff told us that going to eat
breakfast is a kind of respect for the canteen staff, and | really agree. When they treat us with courtesy, there is
an urge for us to treat them with respect too. | made sure to say C5Z 3% TL7 to the canteen staff every time
I had the chance.

convenient store snacks / a typical canteen breakfast

Day 2 (24/6): Kagoshima City

We had one free day in Kagoshima City and we must plan our own itinerary. There was not a lot of
time allowed so accounting for the time on transport was a must. A group of students from Kagoshima
University followed us around for the day and assisted us on our outing. They were very helpful and friendly.
Originally my group planned to walk around Tenmonkan while eating all sorts of different street food because
Internet reviews said it is possible, but the students clarified that Tenmonkan did not really have that much
street food and gave us suggestions for a proper lunch instead. Once again, Kagoshima is not a common
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tourist spot, and the students are not our translators. We must actively use our own Japanese knowledge to
understand and converse with them. At first we were not used to speaking Japanese in a daily conversation, but
eventually, communication was not as difficult as we imagined because the students were good at guiding us
with simple questions and responses. They even remembered what anime me and my groupmate liked when
we told them. They brought us to Animate even though we did not plan that in our itinerary and they helped us
look for related merchandise. They truly made this day special, and | am very grateful to have made friends like
them.

After we separated with our own group, we joined the boys' groups to go eat Shirokuma, a specialty
in Kagoshima. It is a dessert similar to shaved ice but with a heavy milky flavor. Two Japanese students from the
boys' groups stayed with us to eat this dessert and we had a lot of time to talk to them while waiting for seats.
They told us that their homes were actually not in Kagoshima. They were only staying in Kagoshima for
university because they could not get into universities in bigger cities. Throughout the whole day, most of the
Japanese students seemed to worry that we would not have fun in Kagoshima because it was not a big city like
Tokyo or Osaka. But a slower paced life and proper human interaction were honestly quite refreshing for me,
especially since it is difficult to experience this when we travel toapan by urselves.

oo v L i L3

Day 3 (25/6): Cooking Lesson & Minzokukan

The chef of the canteen in KAPIC came to teach us how to cook three Japanese dishes. The food he
made for us every meal was very tasty so | was excited to be taught by him. They even gave us the detailed
recipes so that we could recreate these dishes back in Hong Kong. Sushi rolls are something we would make in
Hong Kong as well but | never learned a lot of these detailed steps. After getting first-hand experience of just
how time-consuming preparing these dishes was (we overran by a whole hour), | have come to appreciate the
food there even more. We used a kind of taro which is a specialty in Kagoshima for the broth. The chef told us
we need to boil it for a long time to achieve a particularly soft texture. The chef cooked a broth with the same
taro on the last day (2/7) and | kept thinking that the soft taro texture was thanks to the chef taking the time to
prepare it for us. Again, it made me really want to say Z5% 33 CL7: from the bottom of my heart.

In the afternoon, we went to Minzokukan (E#%£E), where we got to try on clothes from different

cultures and play instruments and games from different countries. | saw a board game that | believed to be a

mancala game, but | was not sure and | missed out on playing it even though | have always wanted to try it in

real life. On the bright side however, we did play a card game called “Word Basket” which was like shiritori but

with more limitations. | think it was a game that could test out our Japanese vocabulary and | hope | could play

it with the friends | made in this trip again. The curator of the Minzokukan was very hospitable. Not only did he
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teach us the rules to all the games we wanted to play, but he even took one of the display katanas for me to try
to hold it because he saw me looking at some of the small katana decorations. He even taught us how to
properly unsheathe and sheathe a katana. | did not know you were supposed to hold the edge of the katana
upwards so that you could draw it and attack overhead in one smooth movement. | did fencing when | was
younger, but the sword grip is completely different from how to grip a katana. The Western way of unsheathing
a sword seem to facilitate a parry over an attack, whereas drawing a katana leads directly into an attack without
flicking your wrist. The katana was really heavy, but it seemed to weigh nothing when the curator demonstrated
how to hold it and | was very impressed. It was quite cool seeing him teach us a simple card game one minute

| A
Word Basket / the curator teaching how to sheathe a katana

Day 4 (26/6) Sakurajima, Senganen, and Kagoshima University

In the morning, we went to the Arimura Lava Observatory in Sakurajima. When the staff told us that
all the rocks on either side of the road were formed in a previous eruption of the volcano, we were very
shocked. There were also small shelters along the road up the Arimura Observatory as the staff told us that
since the volcano is still active, there are proper precautions taken in case it does erupt. It was a very interesting
experience being so close to an active volcano and yet still feeling safe and able to leisurely enjoy the view.

Later, we went to Senganen, which was a historical monument important to the industrial
development in the Meiji era. Unfortunately, we only had about an hour there and that was absolutely not
enough time to go around learning about the history of the place. However, Senganen was built right inside of
mother nature and the view there was indeed magnificent. We could see the volcano from another angle here,
and we joked that we were going to see it from all 360 degrees that day. There were a lot of hydrangeas (yes,
even more than in KAPIC) due to the rainy season. There was also a cat shrine, which enshrined two cats that
survived a nettle in the 16™ Century. Apparently, the pupils of the cats’ eyes were observed to deduce the time
of day in battle back then. Even though we did not have time to learn about the history in full, these little
details were still very interesting.
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Afterwards, it was time for our exchange with students from Kagoshima University. We had
conversations that | did not expect would come out of this trip. In particular, there was a student who was a
languages major, just like me who is an English major. We talked about how tutorials are different for our
courses and all those standard topics, but we also discussed about popular part time jobs for university
students. Apparently, being a private tutor for younger students is popular among Japanese university students
just as it is popular in Hong Kong, which was something | did not expect.

Finally, in the evening, we took the ferry back to KAPIC at sunset and the view was gorgeous. When
we looked back at Sakurajima, it was from yet another angle that we have not seen yet that day, and | thought
that was a perfect full stop for this wonderful outing.

Kagoshima University / sunset on the ferry

Day 5 (27/6): Homestay Japanese & Preparation for Elementary School Exchange

We spent the whole day in the center so | unfortunately did not take any pictures. But in Homestay
Japanese lesson, we learnt a lot about the structure and customs in different Japanese homes. For instance, we
learnt that a whole family would use the same tub of water for bathing each night because they shower before
soaking in the tub. Later when preparing the presentation for the elementary school students, we learnt that
some of the names of the subjects are different than the names in Hong Kong. We had to make great effort to
use vocabulary that young children could understand.

In the evening, some of us went outside of the center to watch the sunset. KAPIC center is so clad in
nature that you could take a beautiful picture literally anywhere around the center. We were lucky that the sky
was clear and the clouds were beautiful. But because it would be completely dark outside after the sunset, we
could not stay to watch the stars. | am sure it would have been gorgeous had we the chance to watch it.
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Day 6 (28/6): Elementary School Exchange, Takasumi & Fireworks

We went to Kihoku Elementary School for the exchange. There were only 94 students in this school
and only one class for each grade but their campus was larger than most Hong Kong elementary schools. The
students gave us a presentation on their school and the environment their school was situated in. Their
presentation was in both English and Japanese, and we could tell that they used a lot of time to prepare all
those difficult English sentences. Afterwards, they showed us a traditional dance called “##g§Y". Even though
they were all young children, they looked very cool dancing that. But the performance that left the biggest
impression on me was their school song. We were sitting in their school gymnasium, in front of all 94 students,
as they sang their school song to us. Their voices resonated throughout the whole hall. | saw the children open
their mouths as widely as they could while singing. The energy the children had while singing the song lasted
for the whole three minutes and | had to actively stop myself from crying for the whole three minutes. The
sheer amount of effort every single student put into giving these performances to us touched me deeply. We
also had to give them a presentation on Hong Kong, and albeit we were nowhere near as well-prepared as they
were, we tried to use Spy x Family as a theme. | was glad to see they enjoyed it. One of the girls even
recognized that | played Anya in the presentation later.

Afterwards, we had lunch with a specific class and played with the children during lunch break. Once
again, they surprised me with how much effort they put into everything. Every single child followed the rules of
eating lunch, such as tidying up their own milk cartons and brushing their teeth properly afterwards. The
teacher played a toothbrushing song after lunch so that all the students were excited about brushing their
teeth. | believe this education method was one of the reasons why these children were so motivated. When it
was time to leave, all 94 children and the teachers followed us to the bus and shouted goodbye to us. It made
me think about how, earlier that day, the KAPIC staff Maehara-san had told us that these children had probably
never interacted with a foreigner so closely in their lives, and our job was to make them interested in this place
called Hong Kong, so that when they grow up, one day they will think about travelling, or studying or working
abroad, and they would remember the words “Hong Kong". It was hard to believe that our measly efforts could
contribute to something as grand as that, but seeing how eager they were to give us the warmest send-off
there is, | sincerely hoped that we had left something meaningful behind for them in return.

TR AEELS— “— e T UL NN

A photo the school printed for us and an origami present from one of the students

After leaving the school, we went to a cave with a lot of Kannon statues as relics from a period of time
when religious practices were banned. It was a beautiful place albeit slightly creepy. But it was very interesting
as we found a wild mushroom and a wild frog. Next, we went to the Tanida Waterfall. The water flows under a
lot of tall and irregularly shaped rocks and we had to cross over some rocks to see the waterfall. It was
somewhat difficult for a scaredy-cat like me but thankfully some of the boys and Maehara-san helped me cross
over.
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Kannon Grotto / Tanida Waterfall

At night, we were allowed to play with fireworks. The staff told us that every year they reserve one
night for the students to buy fireworks and play with it. They let us borrow lighters and buckets and play inside
the center. It was my first time playing with fireworks. It was very difficult to capture the fireworks on camera
but | could not resist the urge to record this beautiful, fleeting moment. But aside from playing with it myself; it
was also fun recording my friends playing. Our team leader wore a really pretty dress and when she played with
fireworks, it almost looked like she was using magic. | think the experience of playing with others, and small
interactions like “Oh you might like this one, it's shaped like a flower” or “"Haha you're encased in smoke" are
just as fun as the actual fireworks. My roommate could not stop rewatching the funny videos we took of her
accidentally pointing her fireworks at everyone and everyone running away from her. | think the fireworks
became a very important group memory for me in this trip.

Day 7 (29/6): Tea Ceremony & Kimono

Even though we were going to stay in KAPIC center the whole day, we really looked forward to both
of the Japanese culture lessons that day. In the morning, we went to our tea ceremony lesson. First of all, we
were taught the history of tea ceremonies and were given a demonstration. During the demonstration, the
teachers explained the intention behind some of the etiquettes in the ceremony. For example, there is a section
where the guest observes the tea bowl after enjoying the tea. The teachers explained that this is because
conventionally the host would purchase bowls from high quality makers as well as choose bowls according to
the season or the occasion. When the guest observes the bowl, it is because the guest should feel grateful for
the consideration of the host who carefully chose the bowl for us. In this aspect | find the intention behind tea
ceremonies similar to “rituals” in Chinese philosophy, in which people perform “rituals” in order to express
through actions the gratitude or other feelings they cannot convey through just words. We were also taught
the proper way to do the seiza, which is useful if we plan to pursue a career in Japan. The part that left the
deepest impression on me was the hydrangea-shaped sweet that was served to us. The teachers explained that
KAPIC prepared high quality sweets and tea powder for us, and the sweets was even suited for the season. It
just echoes the aforementioned spirit of “consideration” and | felt very grateful.
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In the afternoon, we were going to try on kimonos. We learnt about different types of kimonos. There
are different types of kimonos used for different occasions and there are different types depending on whether
the wearer (female) is married or not. We were also shown some modern arrangements of kimonos, such as
female students wearing a hakama for their university graduation. There were really a lot of steps to wearing a
kimono and | do not think | could wear it myself without the clear instructions and demonstrations from the
teachers. But ultimately, it was worth it. The kimono has flower patterns and was really beautiful. They also
provided some accessories for us to take photos with, like fans and umbrellas. My favorite was the katana
though. Since | did not have a picture of myself holding the katana in Minzokukan, | decided to make up for it
that day. But as much as it was fun to take pretty pictures, it was also fun and unforgettable taking silly photos
while wearing such formal clothes.

Day 8 (30/6): Oosumi Outing

On the last day before homestay, we had another excursion outside. First, we visited the Kamikawa
Otaki Park, though unfortunately, the restaurant and the bridges were closed due to the weather forecast
saying that there would be heavy rain on the day. It was a bit of a shame, but the view was impeccable even
though we did not see it from the bridges above. There were no other tourists aside from us. We were walking
into nature itself, with nothing but water, mountains and butterflies. The waterfall was grand and overwhelming,

beautiful as if it were a moving painting
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Kamikawa Waterfall / a butterfly on my friend's shoe
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After lunch we went to the Arahira Shrine, which was situated on a beach. Apparently the path
through the torii only appears when the tides ebb. The weather was not the best but we made the best of it.
The clouds made the torii seem quite dramatic.

Next, we went to the Jintoku Inari Shrine. As soon as we arrived, we saw the torii made of glass and
the tunnel of torii gates. The torii gates were small and not as grand as the famous ones in Kyoto, but I like
them because it felt more down to earth when you take photos of them. There was also a lake and a bridge you
need to cross before you go into the shrine, which was very beautiful. The wind was very comfortable on the
day, and among the sound of the leaves rustling in the breeze, you could really feel like the shrine was a part of
nature. All three places we went to on that day were far from the bustling life of the city, and | felt quite
refreshed by the power of nature.

Day 9-10 (1/7-2/7): Homestay

By the last two days, the highlight of the trip came — spending time with our host families. | was
assigned to a family of four. Their son Rento was 9 years old and their daughter Rinka was 6. | remember | was
very impressed when | first saw them in the hall, and Rinka was holding a paper card where she wrote my
Chinese full name. She was 6 and she had barely learnt any difficult kanji, but she still tried her best to write my
Chinese full name to welcome me.

After the greeting, we drove to have lunch. They lived in the outskirts of the Miyazaki prefecture, and
from what | could see, it was not much of a city. We had to drive to eat lunch because there were no
restaurants within walking distance from where they lived. It was quite a fresh experience, seeing buildings so
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sparce and the streets so peaceful. After that, we went to a huge supermarket to buy ingredients for dinner.
They told me they had invited their aunts and cousins and grandparents over for dinner, so we would be
making okonomiyaki for everyone. It was fun shopping for ingredients like cabbages and sausages, and later
cooking with them. Instead of being treated to a grand dinner outside, it really felt like walking into a normal
Saturday family gathering where they go about their normal lives.

After going home, the kids showed me the room | was going to stay in, which was originally Rinka's
room but they would have me stay in it for one night. And then, the kids gave me little keychains and other
trinkets as presents. The mother, Ayaka-san, explained that the kids had been looking forward to my arrival for
a long time, which was why they were so enthusiastic. They invited the cousins Yuuma (10) and Haruma (6) over
to play as well, and | was forced to be in an impromptu Reversi championship with all the kids. In the end, the
father, Yuuichiro-san, had to convince them to change games, which is when | got a break from Reversi and
started playing Mario Kart instead. | do not have younger brothers or sisters, so being able to play with so
many younger kids made me very happy,

By dinner time, | asked the adults if there was anything | could help prepare. They already made the
batter for the okonomiyaki and they said | could help with frying it. Yuuichiro-san had worked part-time in an
okonomiyaki shop before and he taught me how to shape an okonomiyaki properly. After dinner was ready,
Rento tried his best to give a welcoming speech and lead a toast for me, even though he needed some help
from his mother. But Haruma was a little grumpy because he wanted to give the welcoming speech. Both the
children and the adults were very hospitable and | felt very welcomed.

While eating, their grandparents and their aunt explained to me that their family had been
volunteering as a host family since the grandparents’ generation. The aunt and the mother had grown up going
to KAPIC Centre, welcoming one exchange student after another. And now that they were grown up, and had
their own children, they wanted their children to have the same experience as well. Yuuma's and Haruma's
family had already been a host family for five times, and it made Rento and Rinka want to try it too, and | was
the first student to stay at their family. They showed me photos of exchange students before me, and | felt
quite touched that they had been so keen on encouraging international exchange across generations. | believe
that Rinka and Rento would grow up becoming interested in meeting a lot of people from diverse cultures too.
The dinner that night was full of fun and chatter. | had not had a meal with so many people and such a big
family since forever.
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At night, they bought fireworks for me to play with the kids. | did not expect that | would get to play
fireworks twice in this trip, it was such a pleasant surprise. The kids were very excited that they get to play
fireworks too. | remember we saved all the senko hanabi for last and we formed a circle to watch them. It felt
like a different kind of enjoyment than the time we played as a team on day 6.

On the second day, my host family brought me around the Miyazaki prefecture, which was kind of
funny considering | signed up for a Kagoshima study trip but | ended up being able to go to two prefectures.
They first brought me to Aoshima, which was a famous tourist spot in Miyazaki. There was a shrine near the the
seashore, and a part of it was built in the centre of the island which was surrounded by trees. Once again, | love
how shrines are always deeply rooted in nature. We also ate shaved ice there. Miyazaki prefecture is famous for
its fruits, especially mangos, so | pickgd mango flavoured shaved ice and it was very delicious, sweet and fresh.

— —

Afterwards, we went to an Aeon mall for shopping. They told me that was pretty much the biggest
outlet nearby so a lot of locals go there for shopping as well. | actually enjoyed this part just as much as visiting
a tourist attraction. As much as it was nice getting to know what the prefecture is famous for, it was also nice
feeling like | was spending a relaxing weekend with a family, since this is quite rare for my own family in Hong
Kong now, we seldom go on outings together and we only stay at home nowadays. It was surprising to see
Yuuichirou-san get absorbed in playing crane games in an arcade in the mall. Generally, adults in Hong Kong
would not be so open about these things but | suppose Japan accepts these interests more openly and | like
that. We did not even have a proper lunch, we just bought fried dumplings and karaage like how a normal
family would when they did not quite want to sit down eating. | just really enjoyed the laidback time we spent
together.

That night, all the host families would gather in KAPIC for a dinner party. Rento and Rinka were
reluctant to play with other children that night, and | think that was because they were thinking about how they
would have to say goodbye after that. When the KAPIC staff helped us take our last photo, | could see that
Rinka was trying her best to hold in her tears (and Ayaka-san told me she cried in the car afterwards). It was a
relief to know that they enjoyed the time | spent with them that she would feel like she missed me. | am
thankful they gave me such a great time too.
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Conclusion

| went into this trip expecting it to be a nice opportunity to practise my Japanese, but it turned out to
be so much more than that. | am grateful to have gone on this trip with wonderful teammates, they made every
day and every night so much more fun. It was only 11 days, but spending time being silly with them was
unforgettable. | am grateful to all of the people | met in this trip, the KAPIC staff who went to great lengths to
make sure we had the best experience ever, the canteen staff who prepared meals for us right until the last
morning when we need to rush to the airport, the Kagoshima University students who chatted with us and
listened to us, the Kihoku children who welcomed us with so much enthusiasm and effort, the teachers for our
cultural experiences who taught us many details that we could not have known otherwise, my host family who
really gave me the experience of two days in a normal Japanese family. Everyone was very kind and hospitable.
| truly understand why Japanese culture values thankfulness and respect, because it was impossible not to
thank them sincerely when they had given so much. | have so many photos of this trip in my album because |
want to remember every moment. It was truly an invaluable trip.

Short summary:

| loved this trip and | believe it became a very important memory for me in my university life. Ultimately,
the most valuable aspects boil down to three — practising Japanese language, getting in touch with Japanese
culture, and meeting wonderful people.

In terms of practising my Japanese, | believe this trip really helped with using Japanese for verbal
communication. Normally, when we know our teachers understand Chinese or English, we would not have the
courage to speak Japanese. However, in KAPIC centre, even though one of the staff knows Chinese, she does
not use it if not necessary. None of the staff “"dump it down” to our level. Of course, if we asked for help, they
would rephrase things for us, but overall, they gave us all the chances we needed to use our Japanese. Not to
mention all the young students or host families we met since they may not know another language aside from
Japanese. We had to be brave and try to communicate with them with what Japanese we could manage to
speak and what body language we could think of. But the staff and students were all very understanding and
forgiving, which gave us a safe space to try speaking. This trip threw us into an environment where we had no
choice but to listen and speak Japanese, which was an extremely rare chance since we do not live in Japan.

In terms of Japanese culture, it is literally everywhere. The Japanese culture lessons KAPIC organised for
us were very eye-opening. Firsthand experience is naturally very different from reading about Japanese culture
online, and having an actual Japanese teacher answer your questions is very different from self-learning as well.
The teachers were great at simplifying difficult steps for us, so things that seemed difficult would not actually
be hard when we try it. They also give us a lot of insight into the origins and values behind the Japanese culture
we know. But aside from the lessons, being in Japan for 11 whole days, and especially having to be in an area
that is not filled with superficiality prepared for tourists, was the perfect chance to truly feel what Japanese
people are like. Having seen the canteen staff give so much thought into our meals, having felt the elementary
school students be so welcoming to us, having felt my host family's overwhelming hospitality, | truly love
Japanese culture for that. | loved saying every “thank you for your hard work” with all my heart.
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And in terms of the people, | was fortunate to have gone on this trip with a wonderful team. We had a
lot of fun chatting at night and playing games together. | cannot stop myself from looking back at the photos
we took while enjoying our daily activities. This was an unforgettable team and | am thankful this programme
brought us together. And though | cannot list out all the other people | have met in this trip here, | want to
specifically mention how amazing the KAPIC staff had been again. They made so many considerations so that
we could get the most out of this trip. We were not exactly a team that was easy to deal with but they always
helped us and followed up on our messes. The KAPIC staff was one of the biggest factors why this trip was a
fantastic one. Anyone who wants to find an opportunity to improve their Japanese and meet wonderful people
along the way should not miss out on the chance to join the KAPIC programmes next year!
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11. BFJE NG, Sum Yuen

Day 0: HERIfEE R

ERETMESZHEERER, RREEMEEEINNRE—E2/BBMNT KAPIC WAARERBAXL
HHERT S, TEHIBIR A AZENER %, IR TIE 12 RIMIE, KEBOMNEAE H ML RRE, BRMAE
BT R R R EAAAE,

Day 1: #£3Z KAPIC

SREMEAXRE THHFEANBAREHRARRRRE, HRIFER SNREREILE, BEMLERIE
HMIREE, ERE L, RE=FI T —HUELTLNHESE, SREMPAFEERIRMNE AR K, FEE,
B RBIRIRAEREIFEPICRE R RERM, REERELFIE KAPIC R, —BHEL, DEmK
MEXBANRE, BESROEXZNEWRE LSE, SEMREERRINIIAERARMETER 11 RIOKE,

Day 2: SNHV\EEXREE

H—KRER, CRERNAXFEER, BHhiEERZET. —BEREBA, MEIFREE 15 91,
BRI EMEMEESHERETNER, BEXREEH, WERR, RI+HEER,

EREEEREARENBEE SR, BRMBBRT —RNBERZEHMBEE K, BEX28H TERESMRIKIE
B, WEFHRNERFERERS], BEAMBRD KBEBEERISEKIKEE, EEBHE T BEREREER, KM
RAUBTFHFERXEEEE, @ETRBEMEBNGMEIESHLE, EXK5EMNESHNEREZERMAREOR,
RBEELELTHLARNELE R, RERALUFEHEMEZS AL, HBRNSEERMRIEERBRANIE,
TERERL R O BTEERIRE Y, FRPITE T RFMEIE, B, BMRET BHELNEIK BAORE, BHRRO
K EREm T BTEKR, EREEHNRMEBRMEERSHNXLMEMRE TERANTHE, HBiEHRT BANFALR,

Day 3: HAKIE/RIXERR

EBR, HMSMTHAFENRE, AKXREAESEBAKAR, EEZMNMHOHEET, ML
BTRARTRCT. 850 REHNETE @EFE, EREREHNERERFMNSHEEITRER, HME

HEHCSHREBERE+2ME.

T, BFRETREE, ARFELRENRG, BENRBEEFETHHE, AR—ERRBES, 8
FRMRRE T ZXNBI, ERNERSMEER, EEEEENMERE, HAEBRM—ER TmE,
RBEERTEE, KAREIHISRE .

Day 4: BER BEILHER BABRE

BL, HAMEEESNENEERN, WL ELAERREZEENESR, RESARR, BERLEK L
B NLEZENRE, ERABRIIEENEN, CBREMALMI TERETELNETERE"RELEXRE S
BTERBEELNER, REETIFHESE, SERRALPAEARERNSGE,

T, BAITEROWEREERY, (LBREE—EFROKENRR, BETUEIERSEREEHH
73, WAMRELKE—HESR, EF —EREINHEHRL, 2EARAMETERERBERR, BEREAEELK
A, BEAFTMEAR, +oEEHR AMEEAEEEABNEEMANETEERINXKRENFEMERXL,
RBRRJETHE beat, MFIFEERNXL+DFFT ARAMBABEMVERR, ZMEETRTRARNE
=, PIIBHR. FikE. ARNESOKFERKRY, E2ERBEEAR Otto MEREASBLENM OLET, BER
BEAPRZ MR ERSEABNELEMP+IHE, EHBBEBINBRT, BRSO FRMB. EEBMRNFIEE,
FREEAIRT, MMIERTRMAFZEZSHAANFEER, BRMARI+2E O,

Day 5: A2 H

SREBEMHRNBERBBEREN—K, B L, HFMBET homestay RATTRNIEHE, HTEHTH
BHNHEBREER, ARBEEHNEZECHNFTFERE, SRERETPPEERNOR. TF, BAERT /N
BRRNKRE, BEREAR LIRS, AREELRESRKEBSEMME,

Day 6: #Eb/ BRI RE

B EEEE N EE, REFHRMADBEMNNMB TEILNBNE R Bl BREARETRE—BUE4E,
HEBWNNERR, BEREZERANEN, BREZIAEME., BRORFINEERENEHEEZZ2ENIIE,
BRE—HREEMEZNEPEEERHANZE, BUMEREELIRBEERE, SHERREEEFEEE
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2, NBAEPRREREZERM T 2R,

AFEXROBMABETAENTE. #E, RREFAMAIRENZER
BB/ N EEMEERRRNER, SESELER

I —ZREEFTRESZRTHE, —SEREN KE
FHHARZRE H B FIBRAIRR,

i, BEPEINZHIREBEM-EZFE, E-SUERBEFENFERIDNEE, 24
it —EfEEERMRIZE, RERMMAEERBALST, XFEE, EERF. KR, ZANNEEMA-LEER
B, HAMMEFAKR, BELNTE, BANNBEEERENFTN. EAREE, RAMRTE, BITE
FHRE BRI, BBRAKREEE, BEE, M TRARSERINE, FLEREFRE,

Day 7: BAIt (FE&E/MAR)

BIRAAREXIHNRE, EARER, ZEMELEERERMERNLZMNITRENARX, TOA%L
T—EREBERINERFE, ZMMERE, EURMBRALRAIUT, #E, KMBETHRNEELSBENESR
Mg, MAREBRE+HTHE, BEREINENRAIVEK, BEFEHEEHMTEE,

T, BMRNRE, —Fta, ZEAFRKRANETREHRLUNR, ARELAKMZT LR, EB2HKE
—RZE LR, FRE+2#F, BRI B ARANERBENRNEES, ZEFIZEE 0 R ESE AN S MM E A,
EHRMERMNRREEBAIREE, B, BI7E KAPIC centre JTE A, EHEHRE—RIUEX, BRENTLAERE
hIEENE, EEFEETHA, KERTTRIEBA,

Day 9-10: 1B

SRMBAXZE homestay B F, B £ 10 B, ARETHEEEERXPFHEZEE host REERHE, Y
homestay FXEEHMEZBHNELRR, AR —MAAFHFERKFIMABEEZEOA/NETF, BREMNR, K
RFAGIBEPBMREEZR, FEHAKNWBERARNRY, ERMIUAEBRR. —HE, BEMAEESHH
MR, EMRKRFHURBWTRZEEAEBNEANEE, RR=+TZFaMSEIBEERE, BEAMMPER
BA, BRMANMBIEEES, HEEEHE, FIBREBTRNFE, TEBNTCHXGMHM, bR
EH, PBESOKERKRT T,

FEIZNEARE, BEMMEESRENMREEZER LN, KERUFEEEBZCHAREREFEZ,
Fi&, BA—EfEFEREMHR, RPEMATHEBRONEZONMEPA, KB—E L/ NERER, HFKR
IEERETHR, L, HMA—EINENRBEECZHE, NNEFMEAEFIK, BI2EEZEEESZ, BtEE
BRFER, ke, BMAEMENEERT —85%, RETMANTFMEBNS, QEIR+BE, HUAGHNE
RIEBRDE, REIMMANEIDESE FTERAMNE, EAREEFEEN/G, ABBABHMEEBER/N
SRR,

BR, KR—KEBHELK, HBEFIE AEON WEEAR T, thfI=Ea9EEEKE"Kagoshima Rebnise" £
BEELE, MUKE T EERAERS, <&, KMAETESTNESHE, RAXRRER, ZE5THER
BE, AWMMSRT W SENSAEEREEEDS. EHTARTHER, HFEORMEEZEL
H, EXRZMMIFEESA—REE, BLEERIFZ, 2% MATFRISA—REELNE, HEMPINERS
TETRZEMELZNERNEIR, &%, FHFIEZE KAPIC, #ERZIFIAY homestay 2Tk,

Day 11: BRI

HARRTHTIE, BRERERENESE, BMEEEZEREMHEBEFU=IAFIERE, KEERER
BEIES, SHKERANBERRH TRZAENBARPRM TR T AL BEARNSUEEG, BEAZIEA
MRENOR, EERENMEREEBR, &%, HKMAEESEEFER, HEHBAARNTIEME KAPIC HYRE,
TEIR T E R SRR,

Short summary:

After a pandemic that had gripped the world for over two years, | was given the incredible opportunity
to participate in the KAPIC Program. As my last summer before graduation approached, | eagerly embraced the
chance to explore Japan's rich cultural heritage during the 12-day adventure that awaited me.

The journey commenced with a warm send-off at the airport, bidding farewell to our teachers and
embarking on our flight to Kagoshima. Despite a slight delay in our flight, our excitement remained unwavering.
Glimpsing Mount Fuji from the airplane heightened our anticipation, setting the tone for the adventures ahead.
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Upon arrival in Kagoshima, we began our cultural immersion in earnest. The KAPIC center, nestled
amidst nature's embrace, became our home for the next 11 days. Surrounded by lush forests and mountains,
we embarked on the program with a sense of wonder and awe.

Every day was brimming with captivating experiences and delightful encounters. A boat trip to
Kagoshima city provided breathtaking views of Sakurajima, painting a vivid picture of Japan's natural beauty.
Interacting with local university students allowed us to explore the wonders of the Kagoshima City.

Cooking classes introduced us to the art of preparing dishes like tamakoyaki, teriyaki chicken, and roll
sushi, creating a sense of accomplishment and camaraderie amongst the participants.

Delving further into Japanese traditions, we took part in a tea ceremony class, learning the art of
serving tea with grace and humility. Donning elegant kimonos, we marveled at the intricacies of traditional
attire, embodying the essence of Japanese culture.

Homestay days provided invaluable insights into the lives of local families. Conversations with elders
revealed fascinating stories about their visits to Hong Kong, while playing games with enthusiastic children
forged heartwarming connections that transcended language barriers.

One of the most poignant experiences was the school exchange at Hikobe Elementary School.
Witnessing the dedication to inclusive education, with support provided to students with special needs, left an
indelible mark on our hearts. It inspired us to contemplate how we could foster similar environments in our
own communities.

As the program neared its conclusion, emotions ran high. Tearful farewells with newfound friends, both
among fellow participants and local students, solidified the bonds we had formed during our time in Japan.
These memories became cherished treasures that we would carry with us back to Hong Kong.

Reflecting on the KAPIC Japan Language and Culture Program, it was undeniably a transformative
journey. Beyond discovering the intricacies of Japan's cultural heritage, we gained a profound appreciation for
the power of cultural exchange in fostering understanding and compassion.

Our horizons had been broadened, and we returned home with a deeper understanding of ourselves
and the world around us. The memories of our time in Japan would forever serve as a guiding light, inspiring us
on our journey ahead.

In conclusion, the KAPIC Program was an extraordinary odyssey of exploration, connection, and growth.
As we carried the spirit of Japan back with us, we knew that this transformative experience had forever enriched
our lives, shaping our perspectives and encouraging us to embrace the boundless possibilities that the world
has to offer.
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