
AAbbssttrraacctt:  
In the last several decades, the central agenda of  anthropology as a discipline has 
shifted from a focus on the many ways of  being human to a focus on the many 
ways of  being modern.  And in so doing, it is belatedly catching up to Japan 
anthropology.  There is much that the anthropology of  Japan has contributed to 
the wider discipline.  To me, most significantly, we have provided the most 
complete account of  an anthropology of  modernity that the discipline has from 
any world region.  With over 325 dissertations, over 170 ethnographic 
monographs, and several thousands of  articles over six decades, Japan 
anthropologists have created a corpus of  critical ethnography, analytical 
modelling, and theoretical musings on the nature of  modernity that is unrivalled 
in the discipline.  This is quite an accomplishment, and I want to draw attention 
to this in this presentation. 

 
 

  
WWhhaatt  DDooeess  tthhee  AAnntthhrrooppoollooggyy    

ooff  JJaappaann  TTeellll  UUss  AAbboouutt  JJaappaann  ––  
aanndd  AAbboouutt  AAnntthhrrooppoollooggyy??  

 

SSppeeaakkeerr::  PPrrooffeessssoorr  WWiilllliiaamm  WW..  KKeellllyy  
            Professor of Anthropology and Sumitomo Professor of  

Japanese Studies Sociocultural Anthropology, Yale University 

  
DDaattee::  1133  MMaarrcchh  22001155  ((FFrriiddaayy))  
TTiimmee::  1111::0000  aa..mm..  --1122::3300  pp..mm..  
VVeennuuee::    LLeeuunngg  KKaauu  KKuuii  BBuuiillddiinngg,,  RRoooomm  440011  
LLaanngguuaaggee::  EEnngglliisshh  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  

CCoommppaarraattiivvee  AAssiiaann  RReesseeaarrcchh  NNeettwwoorrkk  
MMoonntthhllyy  LLeeccttuurree  SSeerriieess  oonn  IIssssuueess  aanndd  RReesseeaarrcchh  iinn  tthhee  AAssiiaann  RReeggiioonn    

OOrrggaanniizzeedd  bbyy  tthhee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  JJaappaanneessee  SSttuuddiieess,,  CCUUHHKK    
CCoo--SSppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy  tthhee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  AAnntthhrrooppoollooggyy  

 AAllll  aarree  WWeellccoommee!!!! 
 

  
NNoo  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  nneecceessssaarryy..    

EEnnqquuiirriieess::  AAnnnn  LLuuii    EEmmaaiill::  aannnnlluuii@@ccuuhhkk..eedduu..hhkk  
LLiinnkk  ttoo  tthhee  CCAARRNN  lleeccttuurree’’ss  lliisstt  

mailto:annlui@cuhk.edu.hk
http://www5.cuhk.edu.hk/jas/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=501:comparative-asian-research-network-carn-monthly-lecture-series-on-issues-and-research-in-the-asian-region-jan-apr-2015&catid=3:events&Itemid=34

