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Due to the cancellation of another Kagoshima Home Stay trip, | could not dare to expect much that this
trip would carry on until two weeks before the departure day.l would say it feels like | have won Mark Six 1st prize!
But still, time flies incredibly fast, there was not much time for me to prepare mentally well for the trip. |
remembered | was not especially excited when | arrived at the airport, just like | have to be there because that is
the stated time.

However, excitement followed quickly as we entered the restricted area. We sat around at the seats at gate 21
and started to introduce ourselves to each other. Silly but later on we began to separate everyone into groups by
colleges each belong to. Surprise to know that there was no students from Chung Chi College! We settled down
on our seats after killing time for around an hour. | sat next to Niko and we found out we have common interest in
Johnny Talents! What a beautiful coincidence! Then we talked and talked before we both fell into sleep.

To my surprise, Haneda International Airport is much smaller than | expected (until | saw the above advertisement
to know they gonna expand it). From Haneda to domestic airport is a challenge to us.

Fortunately we found the shuttle bus and successfully arrived at the luggage check-in aisle. At this point, |
discovered Japanese immigration staffs like to make fun of foreign exchange students (or | should say they are
curious with us?) As we spoke Cantonese every time with each other, it is obvious to notice they are listening and
trying to figure out what language is that and see if they can help or what else. And no offense, even they found
out some of us are not capable to understand Japanese, they could still only speak Japanese with body language,
because their English is at a limited level. This makes me compare them with Hong Kong staff, it is hard to
imagine staff working at Hong Kong Airport-a place which gave first impression of Hong Kong to other could only
speak local language but not even a little bit English. Not to say the airport, in Hong Kong, if we could not speak
English to a decent level, it would be hard to find a job. The gap in necessity of English in Japan and Hong Kong
which | have encountered frequently during the trip is one the most impressive culture shock | have received.
(Another culture shock would be how nice Japanese are to pets, they even have pet hotel at the airport in case
their pets get tired during the trip=.=

One more shock would be how tight schedule did domestic flights have, once the gate was for flight to Okinawa
and ten minutes later would become our gate to Kagoshima. The plane even took off before | have tightened my
seat beats! The cabin attendants were still wandering on the corridor! (But seems they have used to such took off
method already.)

Sesumi San from KAPIC welcomed us at the Kagoshima airport as we arrived. But we are all exhausted for the
changing flight, nearly no response to his enquiries. We might have given them a bad 1st impression for that><

We have been told it took around an hour and half by bus to get to KAPIC, so we bought our lunch at the
supermarket we passed by. It is odd to eat lunch at supermarkets and there are seats provided! But we are all too
tried or hungry to enjoy the new experience. We just choice the food and eat then get back to bus. We have been
told KAPIC is in very remote area but it is like countryside to me. Many trees and few building(or none).

1st day at KAPIC was very free, we only got an orientation about rules at the centre and staff introduction by
Maruda San, Head Master of the Centre (He is so energetic and already said ‘Good morning!" in loud voice), then
we were free till dinner. Japanese really cares about manner; they would bow or lower their head every time they
change speech term to others. Something in Hong Kong which is so minor that no one would care.

The first evening at KAPIC commenced with a wonderful meal by Chef Matsuo San, to be honest, | never
expected food at hostel could be that good! And there was not any replication of dishes during our stay. He is so
good and perfect! | love him!

The 2nd day we have visitors from Kouyama Primary School. Children are so kawaii! Jeffery and | volunteered to
be the teacher of Cantonese.
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We taught them how to say ‘Good morning’ and ‘my name is...” in Cantonese. Parents and children are very nice.
Some of them sitting at the back could not read the word on the board at the front clearly but still follow us to read
aloud. Afterwards we did Origami together. But the model Sesumi San taught is too difficult, even we could
understand the tricks, how could we teach the kids? Our group ende dup the Origami part roughly and started to
chat. Both mothers in our groups have idols and | found this interesting because Japanese mum-generation
seems to have a preference for either cute idols or Korean idols. It is not likely to see Hong Kong around 40s
female have idols. Maybe that is because Japanese female would quit their job after getting married so they have
more time to devote into supporting an idol.

After saying goodbye with the children, we bumped into them again at the museum next to KAPIC. Some of us
cosplayed at there and some of us helped the children to finish a handcraft originated from the museum. The
museum head is a very funny person. We laughed and once again spent another happy moment with the kids.
Maybe our communication target was children so that makes us more relax to speak in Japanese and no matter
what u said, children would smile back and | felt secured to talk to them(although the hot concentration from
parents set me quite uncomfortable.)

Sakai San later asked us to pre-present the powerpoint we prepared for Kagoshima University students and that
is the point | wonder the difference in how Japanese view whether that is a good presentation. In Hong Kong,
professors might look into our gesture, volume and smile, but in Japan, really they only look into the content of the
slides, | would say they hardly even listen. (But since our Japanese pronunciation was quite weird, she did advise
us to practice and improve.)

And the lecture ended by having a Japanese culture lesson, and the tutor is my favourite Mr. Matsuo Chef! We
made rolls, sushi and fried vegetable for soba. | guess few Hong Kong girls cold cook now (at least only 4-5 out of
12 girls from our group could cook.) But there is no worry for those who cannot cook, the lesson was simple and
smooth, | surprised myself too when | saw the completed dish. One more surprise was that sushi can quite easily
make us feel full. Don't think the below dish is too little for adult as dinner, one dish of sushi and a bowl of soba
could kill.

The 2nd night at KAPIC was hilarious. We found out we were not the only group of people staying at the centre
but there were some Japanese girls too. Boys got crazy when they found out this. To say the whole situation in a
decent and appropriate way, they wanted to make Japanese female friends. And the motivation of meeting girls
(or practicing Japanese?) is so strong that pushed two of our boys to approached them and thanks to them, we all
become friends with them and even get exchanged mail address! Interesting, right? This reminded me once again
learning a language really needs courage. If you could have the rush to approach and talk, there is nothing could
stop you.

The next day we joined a local bus tour to travel around Oosumi. That was so fun! The great difference | found
about bus tour between Japanese and Hong Kong is that 1) Hong Kong's will not require participants to self
introduce themselves. | felt odd when | have to stand up to face the whole bus and introduce to them when do |
come from, why | am on the bus...2) Hong Kong tour guide would be more talkative and well-prepared. | think this
is a minor problem but Hikashi San, the Japanese guide, would just suddenly stop and think what to say next.
And he may not able to answer some questions | thought would be FAQs asked by local Kagoshima citizens. Still,
the trip was wonderful.

We first arrived at a peak and looked around in the museum. Most of the participants are elderly or family with
child who has the aim to know more about the place they were born and live. They are very nice to take photos
with us and chat with us. Later we moved on to the hiking route. The road was slippery but full of fun.

Then we have lunch for nagashi souman, and then play a bit at the river. We have never played by river bank (or
hiking in slippers...) Many experiences from the bus trip are 1st time to us and we felt very satisfied and honored
to have joined to tour.

The 4th day started with a home stay orientation and we all can tell we began to fell nervous about the following 2
days at the home stay family.

26



And then staff announced information of our host family and we got excited and cannot stop talking about them.
We discussed if it would be happier with children or just elderly. Things just got heated up about the home stay
issue coming up.

After lunch we have the last Japanese culture lesson which is to wear kimono. | always thought kimono is nice
and elegant and | heard it is difficult to wear but | never expected the difficulty would be learning how to breathe.
There are so many layers for kimono, and it was the robe the rolled around my waist made me groaned. | never
noticed if we rolled up ourselves, we could feel uncomfortable. Seriously, my waist sweated a lot during the whole
kimono-wearing process. But Matsuyoshi San praised us we all got the kimono which would look good on us. |
finally understand why would Japanese female look elegant in kimono, because they could harly breathe and
walk, so their every move would be small and somehow look elegant.

The lecture ended quite early and we have time before dinner so all of us went for cycling around the centre. But
since the number of bicycle is limited, not all of us were able to have a bike so some of us (included me) just
walked around the centre and took a lot of beautiful pictures. Days spent at the centre were so healthy for CUHK
students, we woke up at 7:30am for breakfast and ate well for 3 meals and even go exercise when we have time.
I once really concerned if | could adjust back to the lifestyle in Hong Kong when | returned.

The next morning was tense. Because that was the day our host family would come and pick us back to their
home. | thought | would not be that nervous after A-level exam. We cannot even eat well or we may vomit or have
stomach ache. | do not actually remember well for that morning. But could blurrily remembered we sat on by lines,
then when we were by names, we stood up, said something and walked to the direction waving to us. Then,
suddenly | was at the place of my host family.

It was a big house; the family consists of parents and four daughters. Father always said | am around the same
age of his daughters so there is no big difference as usual.

At first | am quite uncomfortable at their house but
father left for work, only the ladies were left make
me feel much better. Then we talked casually and
went to supermarket for dinner. The host family
was having barbecue that night and invited their
close friends so | got the chance to visit many
places (e.g. sushi ya, meat store and desert
shop..) And the dinner was comfortable and
delicious. Fathers would barbecue and drank beer
and ate outside at the garden while mothers and
children would eat inside at the living room
watching television.

Mothers from Japanese family are superwomen.
They could cook a dinner for nearly 20 person
easily and when they come to other place as
quest, they would automatically join the host
mother to do the clean up and packing. | wanted
to help but Kouno mum wanted me to play with the children. They even bought me Hanabi. That was not the 1st
time | played Hanabi, but 1st time at a garden.

I had much precious time spent with children, they are pure and made me felt like returning to my childhood, and
then we watch movie together. When children went to bath after sweating, 3 fathers got the chance to talk with
me, and the conversation suddenly become serious since one of them ask if Chinese government have taught us
to hate Japan. | am not a political person and | just answered him from my true heart that our government did not
tell us to hate Japan, to be honest, most Hong Kong people even worship Japan for their stylish fashion and
entertainment talents. But still | would say the conflict still exists because of the history issue but both Japanese
and Chinese governments are trying their best to avoid the past issue to affect present on-going economic project.

27



| slept with two elder sisters that night and had a really good sleep in futon. The host family planned a tight
schedule for me next day so we have to wake up early. They took me to a sea museum and there was indoor
dolphin show! (and on the way we arrived at the museum, we got on a ferry which also carry vehicles across
harbor. | knew there are ferry which have this function but have only saw them in movie, never expect | could try
them in Kagoshima trip.)

We then decided to have lunch at Amu Plaza, the pasta there was delicious! At first we decided to go shopping
but Kouno mum did not feel well so father asked if | could went to watch movie with daughters then mum could
take a rest at car. Of course yes! | wished to watch ‘Gokusen THE MOVIE’ for ages, really never never expected |
could watch movie at Japan. (and movie tickets are so expensive at Japanese, nearly a double when compared
with Hong Kong!) Movie theatres at Japan are much bigger than in Hong Kong, Sakura, the smallest daughter,
said there are usually more then 7 theaters at one movie centre.

Time spent with the Kouno family was so nice and | felt like as at my own family so | become a bit homesick for
that. And the time to say goodbye was harsh, | did not know how hard | have wished | could spent more days with
them. But we have exchanged contact and promised to keep contact. | have sent photo we took together to them
and hope we can keep long contact!

Most of us spent fruitful time at the host family so we are quite sad the night we were back to KAPIC and we
shared with each what the host family have gave us, where we have been to. | never expected we could get that
close with host family in two days.

The following 3 days we have interaction and sharing with students from Kagoshima University and the style of
university students from different countries would really vary. They always ask why Hong Kong students like to
take photos that much. (Especially at the barbecue party.)

And since most of them are living alone by themselves. It is not difficult to tell they are more mature than Hong
Kong students. And Japanese definitely like to drink. Most of them started to drink even they were not yet 20
years old.

The next day we went out to Kagoshima downtown, and since Hong Kong is small, we almost know or heard of
every place name of Hong Kong. But Kagoshima is so
big that student may not even heard of the place they
took us to. We have to search the road together which
is funny to me because it was like tour guide did not
know the way to go. But everything is experience;
everything | tried from this trip would become my
great memory.

EEEEEEEERN
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The last day with them would be a presentation on
where we have been to, actually we already felt sad
for the goodbye following. However, we did not want
to miss every good moment together, so we laughed
and laughed. And the present went very well
Everything in this trip was so well-organized and |
enjoyed a lot. Only for one thing | am not used to was
that in 10 days, | already have to say good bye to 3
group of people.

- - e -

A EENEEEEREEN m lIlli':l"lII“IIL‘IIIIII.'I".IIII..IIIII.
After participating in this 10days summer exchange, | have gained more understanding in Japanese culture

through interaction with local Japanese and experiencing their daily life. Above those aims of the programme, |

have made friends from different faculties of CUHK, daughters from the host family and students from Kagoshima

University. The wonderful memories from this trip are precious gift which | would treasure for the rest of my life. |

wish | could go to Kagoshima again or explore other parts of Japan. These exchange programmes offered by the

Japanese Studies Department is a must-try option or anyone who is interested in Japanese culture and would like

to make local friends.
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