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TEEHTRE

Day Time Plans
Jul 15 (Sun) 9:45 Move to Ikilki Communication Center from Kagoshima Airport
Jul 15 (Sun) 11:00 Orientation and Meeting Ceremony

Jul 15 (Sun) to Jul 28 (Sat)

Homestay and Daily Exchange at hosting place
Family, Labour, Local, School Exchange

Jul 29 (Sun)

End of Program
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English Summary:

The exchange program gives me a valuable chance to enjoy the real Japanese life. In these two weeks, | feel so
warm from my host family. They treated me as their daughter. My Japanese was not good enough to communicate with,
however, they talked in a really slow mode and even wrote it on the paper. They go to work at five every morning, but
then they never show tired but brought me out to walk around. | knew that they didn’t receive anything but willing to
take care of me for fourteen days, that’s not an easy job and | feel so lucky to become a part of Sakamoto’s family. If
there is a chance for me, | would like to show my town to them and let them feel the difference culture of Hong Kong.
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English Summary:

The Karaimo Homestay Programe is an unforgettable experience for me. | have stayed in a town called
Kawaminami in Miyazaki in Japan. My host family is the Ezaki's family, which my father is a 70 year-old farmer and my
mother is a 65 year-old housewife. | have had lots of exposure to the the Japanese culture and agriculture. For the
agriculture part, | have been to the tobacco field of my host family, helping them farming and to a dam in Kawaminami to
study the effect to the yield of having the dam. For the Japanese culture part,| have been to the Japanese festival(which is
called matsuri in Japanese) for the first time in my life, and having a chance to join the Japanese traditional activity
soumen nagashi(enjoying cold udon noodles put in water flowing on long bamboo tubes). | have also been to various
infrastructures such as the clean center in Saito city which recycle rubbish and the town office in Kawaminami. All these
are precious chances for me to know more about Japan.
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English Summary:

| was so glad to have the opportunity to join this program. On the first day, the organization had prepared a
music fair and welcome party for us. | could feel their passion although | did not understand the lyrics well. | was thankful
for their kindness. Hong Kong is an international city with tall buildings everywhere. Before | came, | did not know how
life in countryside would be. My mum and dad were afraid that the field work was too hard to me. Therefore, they just
asked me to pack green peppers indoor. Packing green peppers tidily was not as easy as | had thought. Realizing the work
is time consuming, | think it is really hard for mum and dad to work everyday.

| have met a lot of people and experienced a lot within these two weeks. The people there are so gentle. They

are so nice to people even they do not know much. They are talkative to me and willing to share anything about Miyazaki
to me. | really like this city. | will never forget everything here.
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English Summary:

| am very happy that | can join this homestay programme because this programme makes my life different. |
have one more family in Japan. My host family treated me like their daughter and look after me very well. | love my
father and mother very much. | make many friends during the homestay programme. | really got a great experience from
these two weeks. | usually thank god to give me this chance to join the programme and thank god to give me the
Japanese family. | must come back again to visit them and | treat them as my real family members. | also invite them to
come to Hong Kong to visit. | can be their tour guide. Thank who gave me the chance to join this programme.
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English Summary:

These 14 days Karaimo homestay are a really unforgettable memory. It's a valuable for HK students to
experience country life. Homestay programme allows much more interaction with Japanese people. | remembered how
funny we were when | was sharing my personal feeling to my host family with restricted language, using drawings and

body language together. Japan is really a good place. | must travel there again.

21



e

ESENER - TSI T R ERN S & Homestay 3Z7at#] > fE=E R R TN —FEEREEYE
BT T - PRUIAS BT H SO AR T F N H AR SL -

HAGE

HEPNE 3% 2 T EACES ) L2 ~ SR E R FREME S ERMEEEITRE "R, —AKRIEEFIKOR
ARRHYERHE - e E B NAEE - NR B ARERIRE BN K08 - BT RAETY B A N IEH YRR Eh 2R 8 A K BE
HE > AEE— - RAEVEREBREEAHERIER - FEKRIEIRE > ERRRSEEEE - HER TRE
% PORIKARZ A B LIRS R AR - $15Y B CREE PR F 2IERE RIRIERATET 2 - ARV EE t EHIR iR - 21&IH
PR - S P TRATEE T PIRVEREE A5 EES MBI SESRIUNGTE © 55 ARER
% o AEZEHARF Bt & IR — L 1 SGERE - (BIRAE S REVIRIZ . - HEERIRE A AR i EA ERH B RS H

Evan
A °©

HARHYRIERGER

HRHEFEE - FESEE IR T - bt AREEE A ARRATS - B AR RERM R
ERAVENZ A E - HE HARRAVEEKE B AME - T EEEZENEERN - RBEENRAEC
FrEEHag L - WENFEE—HEZE - BB S ARERAEERER - FrbfERNE T2 7 —RRGH
B B 2R R TS AR » e - = FERF U E R A ARFT - i EAETHhES - ]
RERRETIR - TRy ARG - Fr A BRI TR - B g ARHEY - BEETHANA - HE
SRR BEBRE T2 = A REMTE o -

HERF LR B GEA > Mk 2R GEFENBL S A—EaBE S AFCERFVTE -
BROFEHEFER - AERZHE ~ VL - 18Ry - Al EH HUNESERESEEETY > 22—
PR —RE IR & - (EERERE G © PEAEGTEY FEEAZEENR  EERRSIRRT S
IEFE IR R R ARSI SRR - FENZ R ATIR - /KRR & il 8 F R R SR - BAL AL 5 A
saAE IR » 4 > WM ERET B EELUE AL - i L EeE S P a8 0 AR AR - HHIRR
ER A oy RS AT ELRERE - - S e VNI R [R S ERAR ISR A R -

IZi@ PR\ - WARERE-RIIENBG - YA EE - FTUKREAIGH BB LIFS
B L EHAR KT HZUEEE » BUR— TESEN TIEREFME - B EE RS EER AR A TEr
o EPHIEAEFHSCEREET2E8E - — KRR « Bt - ERR 2 AR R ETRE IR - i IS—
REFIRERES - BRRMEE - EREREAGYES TSN TERN - KEFETERR TR
A/ N TR TR o DRI S 3R AR AR S SR B o SR RT3 — P PR R RO — TR Y
BIIRIYHARE - MEAASESARNOE - EH R 0 A AP BRR R I B R - FEHARRARR - N ARG 2 8E
EHERLIF > BANEA T AR FBEititE s8> tEEMaEES  SNERIFHEENET
A RS st - AFEREE - 8% - (ER GRS ARt Fe iR R A A Bk -

HRNEREEESIWETE > FTLUKARRERE 010 - ERETEZRARALG A ERGELE - TR
¥ T —EER > BRHMEEFER ISR o AR AKRACKRITE: - FrLUR SR M — R & i H SRR -
FEFEANEE > WEBERAEBE RN - MIZES SRR AVEEE - WK - MU E AV RS SR
FEIR - FBEIREEBRHIIRE L BAER TIZERY - KA ER —E/INEE - i ARIRE SIZEH & th
WHEIN ~ HiT5F - R PREF - RICEEHEEHR - PRI O B AT ERVEEE - DIRVEAERR R -

HANIE

FEAA » BT 8 UK AETUKAR KR ZSN - WEFEIARDEAN » TR ZREE ks T3
BISURRHETIE - FEHA > RS BARANMEFCARK - BGHENEE - RAHCHBWRIEE) -
ERKARKERH P —ET  KARKEENBEES ASIEEEE - ABEEEEERIFTA KB EFE
WAL R LR MRS TSR T A GRS/ NE & - DG 8y 5 > 2 S MrsHkeR - EaM
FEHE E BRSO AER - # - r BVEHAIRSTHAMAIIR - AL E RS Z MM E BN - 3N
RIS TNV EE —RETHRR T - B R ETER O EE /L BPEE S RARIES AR —EEEEEHA
Y SIS S — I A 2 SGRVIRIEER & - B 7 alak 7 SRR AN - BALSERE L Ry T 2115

22



4 o JIDIREEARBAR Z P RSB E s e E L E > S BRI N AR
P FHOLEE ~ ET S S PR 8 2= A Ay 20 S RN, A R AR & o Y RS
N > Bt —SIZE AR BRI H A NATRY) - JITIAK & 2 FIRATHF &2k
HBRIZEDUE © B TS0 > EBFEE RIS EE - BEEESTTR - AR
ARKHTRECR A ~ BAVEEIAHV RS . AMTHYE(E R At & 0 5E - B
FISOR RS R et A 1 - 1)1 Yo B BRI Y 22 5l — e FE H E
BIETHEDE o MEARFRE - B MRE - MRS I m M4 > FEH115

W oot oA A -

ERINE S R

FER ST > BB LA E FE R I ATy SR L — 2
PLEERSVEE) - Hot - FHECIE R ERIE =R E B e SR B — R A
BUREE T ARZERIENS: - MR FREE R B B iaIiE A EON L - Bl
(B EE S LEFHARERE RS R Iz AR - 5
VIR LAY KR » B R MR ER BB 48 AT 7 30m A5 E R EE
B> BESORAERMAZIREE T - 540 > SORAE AR EROL & 1R S 4
ey H ZUBTRINE - 2 TREBE M AOREL - HAEeREE Ry AR T B
HEARAREZER] > e BB IR MRy 25k L EARAAEE > Dk
EWAERAATER - iSRS TR e

FI H AR (8 & T B AR A N CIRAY T - —-EH]
HEMEEEDETRFR > &R 7 H YRR » K 505
BRI © EISSORSHE R SR AR IR R B » it DA B Y IR I &
TR - SOMAEMER2E T E MY Green Center » B2 & Ik 77 ¥
R > BAPIE A AR S A AR S A R B A AN EL A S B
BESh > PRI H b — SO ARG TP E T R - R E R AT
V) REMABEIR - A HR R E £ B FI TR E B TR
> AERy— {8/ NV INSOR A A B0 I =5 FE R B A < PR ER Pt B
e

o °

FERERE b B SORAEHHHES E 2R TRIOE - TP ERELEERE K "R B
PREVEHE » RFAEEREISOA b H SRR D EHIAREETT » & EXORA 5 — KBS EI UK R AR ES) - £ RFH
H RN 2/ N — iz EIEREVZRA AR NREREF 2R -

WEIARORUEEN R R T 384 THEBZESHAEA LK - ARG EAVREEIUNAT
TR N TEYR © B E IR 28 H AREMM T Rz A T - FEERCE AT 8 U)o A R AR AR Fary
F~ RIEVEE R R I3 IR ARG 21 ~ AN MR BEIRE R ~ RSO G R 1S ruHE TR ~ F7OR
R 53 IR EIHRR R -+ » B RAVIOR S E F MR F) 0 A S A2 RERHTT - A — KR ey - &R
HYEE R AN E— R (VB 23R E ESUNEERTT - Frilsts - EARES HRRSEA0R - ARG HIRK
& WEREGS LR ANE -

23



English Summary:

This home-stay program is a good chance for me to become a member of a Japanese family, study Japanese and
learn more about the culture, customs and lifestyle in Japan. | think getting to Japan is as easy as buying air tickets.
However, getting the chance to actually meet Japanese people is much more difficult. Therefore, | am glad that | can
become a daughter of Mizumoto’s family. This experience is one of the most unforgettable experiences in my life.
Miyazaki is very quiet. | enjoyed the beautiful tree scenery without being disturbed by any noise.l can even hear someone
walking when | am enjoying the scenery there at night. At that moment you will feel frozen in time. It is a trip that calmed
down my always-busy mind brought from Hong Kong. Mr and Mr. Mizumoto, my father and mother in Miyazaki, were
very passionate. They told me lots of things about Japan and living with them is fun, and also, | had learned a lot from
them. All people in Miyazaki are really nice. They invited me to dine together. Although | come from Hong Kong, they
treated me as if | was their old friends. When | talking with them, | feel love is around me. In this trip,| did many things
that | never do before.Thank you for giving me a opportunity to join this program.Thank you so much.
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English Summary:

| was delighted that | could join the Karaimo Homestay Program. This trip brought a lot of joy and happiness to
me. Through the program and my host family Matsuda San, | understand more about Japanese culture, habit and people.
My family treated me as their own child. They cared about me, asked me what | wanted to eat, the places | would like to
vist, etc. The kids were a little bit naughty but very helpful. They taught me new Japanese vocabularies. They hugged me
always and held my hands with love. Mum and Dad stayed with me and told me what they did on holidays. In these two
weeks, | was surrounded by love and care. They tried their best to communicate with me. As they didn’t know English,
they may not be able explain words by words, but they used their body language and further explained the sentences
really help me understand a lot. | also learnt more Japanese and have the courage to talk with others even though my
Japanese is not good.

| won'’t forget this trip. | really love my family and | hope | will have the chance to visit them again in the future.

30



oAk

Introduction:

In summer 2012, | participated in the Karaimo Exchange programme 2012. 10students from CUHK including me
started our journey to Kagoshima, Japan on 14/7.The following content is a report on my thoughts and experiences in the
exchange programme.

14-15/7

On 14/7, our group took a 4 hour flight to Tokyo Haneda Airport and arrived around 8:30pm that day. We stayed
at Toyoko Inn, a hotel near the Airport that night and took another flight to Kagoshima the next day morning. Upon our
arrival at the Kagoshima Airport, we were welcomed by the committees of the Karaimo Exchange Association. After a half
an hour ride, we arrived at the association’s local headquarters, where a total of 20 participants and our host family
representatives were awaiting eagerly. We were introduced to our host family one by one. After a brief introduction, we
head off with our new family to the place where we will call home for the next 2 weeks.

My host family representative is Mrs. Kawano (my Okasan). She is a Care Manager working in an Elderly care
facility. She was unable to leave her work pose that day to pick me up so | ride with Ivan, a student from Macau
University and his host, Mrs. Kuroda. We stopped by a traditional noodle house for lunch and continued our 1.5 hour
journey back to Hioki-Shi. | spend an afternoon with the Kuroda family before Mrs. Kawano came to pick me up. Before |
left for Kawano's house, we had a little chat about the coming schedule and activities. | learnt that there were a three
participates in the area and we will be spending our coming days together. There was me, my newly met friend Ilvan from
Macau, and his senior classmate Louis. Mrs. Kuroda is a senator of the region and she prepared several visits to schools
and kindergartens for us.

That day around 6pm, Okasan came to pick me up. We first went to a local supermarket to shop for food.
Okasan said that we were going to have a barbecue party that night. Okasan is a very experienced shopper, it only took
her around 15 minutes to gather all the food and drinks need for that party. After that she brought me back home. The
place is located one JR station west of ljuin, in Higashi-Ichiki. It was a nice gray colored house with a small garden,
situated right in front of a flowing river. There are a total of 6 family members in the Kawano family. Kyoko is my Okasan,
and Masatoshi is Otosan. Their elder daughter is Yui, and 3 sons: Seya the first son, Shinya, and Tatsuya the youngest son.
They let me stay in a room on the 2nd floor on the river side, where the mountains and the railroad, as well as other
hoses can be seen from the window. It was a very nice room with a bed and a tall bookshelf, and also a desk as my
working space. That night we had a barbecue welcome party where all 3 host families came together and celebrate the
beginning of a wonderful journey.

16/7

The next day Okasan and Otosan took me to a local swimming gala where Tatsuya and his schoolmates also
participated. Japan is a nation on surrounded by the seas and Japanese take swimming very seriously. Most Japanese
start swimming lessons in primary school and swimming pool is a basic facility in every school, which is a dream in Hong
Kong where most schools are unable to afford and maintain a swimming pool. | guess this is why Japanese are very good
at swimming.

That day after the swimming gala, | went home with Mr. and Mrs. Kawano and have lunch with them. | learnt a
little bit more about the family members of the Kawano family. Yui the eldest daughter is studying in a nursing school and
want to become an elderly care taker like her mother. The two big brothers were studying in high school while their little
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brother is still in primary school. Mr. Kawano is a teacher who works in a school in one of the islands near Kagoshima. The
school is quite far away from the house so he has to stay in an apartment near his work place and can only come home
from time to time. That day afternoon he has to go back to the school and Mrs. Kawano drove him to the city ferry pier. |
decided to go with them to Kagoshima and have a look at the city.

The ride to the city was about 40 minutes. The weather was great that day and the Sakura Jima can be seen
clearly that day. It is a beautiful Volcano in the middle of the bay East of Kagoshima city. It irrupts almost every day but is
not really dangerous. After some photo-taking, Mr. Kawano went on the ferry. Before we go home, Okasan took me to a
little Sight-seeing walk in the city. She showed me some of the famous site and streets. There was a Matsuri that night
near the Terukuni Jinja (a Japanese temple in Kagoshima City) and there were a lot of stores setting up. There were
Japaese girls wearing Yukata walking down the streets, and children asking their parents to buy them Okashi (snacks and
sweets) and toys. Though | have been to Japan several times before, | have never been to a Matsuri. It looks just like in
the anime but much more vibrant with all those bustling people and stores. It is certainly one of the most interesting
events during my stay in Kagoshima.

17/7

The next day lvan, Louis and | visited Higashi-Ichiki JHS (a secondary school). We participated in some of the
classes with their yearl students, such as Japanese and Mathematics. Later, we had lunch together with the students and
class teachers. They had curry with bread and soup macaroni that day they also had a carton of juice and another carton
of milk as part of their lunch. One of the interesting features about Japan’s students is that they always include milk in
their diet. It is a policy implemented from many years to ensure the younger generation gets enough nutrition to grow
strong and healthy.

Later in the afternoon, we did some classroom cleaning together with the students. Schools in Japan require
students to clean the classrooms themselves as a form of learning experience. It also helps students to develop a sense of
responsibility and a sense of belonging. It is also a practice rarely seen in Hong Kong. Before we leave for home, we had a
chance to chat with the principal. We talked about the difference in the schools in Japan and those in Hong Kong and
Macau. Schools in Japan are clearly bigger and with better facilities. Schools in Hong Kong such as mine don’t have a
swimming pool and the school perimeter is around half of the Higashi-Ichiki JHS. We also talked about the school motto
and its meanings.

The exchange came to an end after we took a photo with some of the students and head home. It is a
meaningful exchange which gave me a chance to experience secondary school life in Japan. | certainly learnt a lot about
their school live and teaching methods.

After the school visit, Louis’s Okasan took us to the beach for some rest. It is a beautiful sandy beach with a wide
sea view all the way to the horizon. We sat there and had a can of soft drinks while enjoying the beautiful weather of
Kagoshima for a while and left for home before it starts raining.

18/7

On the 18/7 the three of us went to Tsurumaru Primary school (also locate in Higashi-Ichiki) and met with some
of the P.5 and P.6 students there. We briefly introduced Hong Kong and Macau to them and started a Q&A section so
that the children can ask things about Hong Kong and Macau. The children asked some intriguing questions and some
guestions are quite hard to answer due to our poor Japanese, but we managed to answer many of their questions and
the children seemed happy to see visitors from another country.
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After that we had lunch in a Japanese restaurant. | ordered a bowl of Ramen. It was, though expensive, a very
good Ramen. We went to Family Mart (a convenience store nearby) form some drinks and snacks than headed back to
Kawano’s place.

19/7

There were no scheduled activities on 19/7 so | decided to visit ljuin for some sight-seeing, and then cook dinner
for the Kawano family. | left for ljuin just before noon and arrived at ljuin after taking the JR train for 5 minutes. | walked
around the station and visited the Tokushige Jinja. It is a delicately designed Japanese temple with elegant decorations. |
also tried to pray to the Kami of the Jinja with the method | learnt from Okasan.

After the sight-seeing | went to a local restaurant called Mukae. | ordered a daily set lunch with a hamburger
steak as main dish and several side dishes. One of the side dishes is a kind of sashimi which | had never tried before. |
tried 2 pieces of them before | found out that it is actually chicken sashimi. Hong Kong people never eat chicken raw, not
even in Japanese restaurant so it is the first time I've ever tried raw chicken. It actually tasted fine but was a bit hard to
chew. | still prefer fish sashimi other that raw chicken. Over all the lunch set was of good value and a great experience (of
trying raw chicken).

After lunch, | went to a nearby supermarket to buy food for dinner. It took me around 45 minutes to get all the
food. | guess | am not match to Okasan when it comes to shopping. Somehow the okasans in Japan are all very skilled in
shopping and they are able to gather goods in staggering speed and accuracy. After the shopping, | went home by JR.

While | was waiting for the train at the station, | noticed a habit of the station staffs that is not very common in
Hong Kong or any other place in the world. Whenever there is a train stopping at the station, a staff will be standing by
near that platform, he will bow to the driver and passengers when the train leaves. Such a dedicated spirit to work is
rarely seen in Hong Kong.

I quickly took a shower and started preparing from 4pm. | have to admit that | am not a very skilled cook, but
luckily | was able to prepare that night’s dinner successfully. | cooked a vegetable and pork soup, fried mushrooms with
bean sprouts, fried pork with onions, and baked potatoes. The family seemed to like my cooking and | am very happy to
be able to cook for them.

20/7

On 20/7 Ivan, Louis and | went to a Soba restaurant to learn how to make handmade soba. The process of
making handmade soba is not very complicated but it takes some skills and a lot of experience to make high quality
handmade soba. First you have to mix buckwheat flour, taro mash and one egg. Then a series of pressing and mixing
action is performed. After that the dough is pressed into a thin sheet and then fold into a roll. Finally the noodle is cut out
by hand. This is the most difficult part. To make thin noodles that won’t break into pieces takes a lot of practice. We then
ate some of the noodles we made. It tasted good but our cutting skill is not good enough so the noodles look more like
pasta. Anyway it is a fun experience.

21/7

The next day Okasan took me to the beach. We meet Ivan, Louis, and his “brother”. Tatsutya also came along.
We played beach soccer and strolled in the waves. A summer day on a beach in Kagoshima was very enjoyable. Okasan
went home and prepared us some food for lunch. She came back to the beach with a huge round lunch box full of all
kinds of food. We had lunch on a grassy field next to the beach. The beach was a very beautiful place and | took many
beautiful photos that day. We all had a lot of fun that day.
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Later in the afternoon Okasan took me to the community building in Higashi-Ichiki to help preparing a barbecue
party. We also went to a supermarket in ljuin to buy food and drinks for the party. The party started at around 6 pm.
Many people came with their children. The children and elders set along two sets of long tables while the women were
preparing the food and drinks. | was honored to be seated with the men around the fire. We drank much beer and ate a
lot of delicious barbecue meat. | was very happy to be able to make friends with some local people and join their party.

22/7

The next day is 22/7 and there was no pre-scheduled activity. Ivan, Louis and | decided to go to Kagoshima City
Centre for the afternoon. We visited a shopping mall next to the Kagoshima central station. Later we went to the famous
Tenmonkan shopping street. On the way to Tenmonkan, we say a parade on the street. Turned out there was a Matsuri
that day and the parade was part of the celebration event.

Tenmonkan was a Syotengai, which is a kind of shopping place very common in Japan. | have been to other
Syotengai in the past such as Tanukikoji in Hokkaido. Tenmonkan was bustling with people, of which many were tourists
like us. We visited a dozen of different shops and bought many omiyage as souvenirs. Many of which were Okashi (snacks
and sweets). There were not just food store and boutique in Tenmonkan, but also many restaurants, Pachinko game
centers and many other shops as well. It is one of the best places for shopping in Kagoshima. After hours of shopping, we
went to a Japanese restaurant for dinner. Most Japanese restaurant in Japan charge more expensive than those in Hong
Kong but surprisingly the price for the sashimi was much lower than in Hong Kong, which was a great discovery for a
sashimi lover like myself.

After dinner, we took JR back home, with many bags of Omiyage. It was a enjoyable day in the city.
23/7

There was also no pre-scheduled activities this day. | decided to stay home to take some rest since | was a bit ill
after yesterday’s tiring journey. 1 slept for most of the day and in the afternoon, | played Wii with Tatsuya. He is a very
good Wii player and | just couldn’t win a single game even with over 15 years of gaming experience. | guess | was not in
my best shape that day. One thing Japanese are very good in is video gaming. The not just play it well, but can also design
some of the best games and gaming consoles, such as the Play-station series, and Ninetendo’s Wii. Ivan told me that he
used most of his money to buy Japan made games on this trip.

24/7

Today we went to the Hioki city office to meet with some of the officials. We were warmly welcomed by the
head of Education department. We talked about some of the education issues in Hong Kong and Macau and exchanged
some ideas about schools and education. After that we were introduced to the Mayor of Hioki. We each talked about our
home city and later about our impression to Japan and Kagoshima. We were honored to be able to meet these officials
and have a chat with them.

In the afternoon, we took the ferry from Kagoshima to Sakura Jima for a bicycle ride. We were able to see the
Sakurajima volcano up close. We also went to a foot hot spring open to all visitors there. The scenery there was beautiful
and is a great place to spend a weekend.

25-26/7

For the following 2 days we went to the Asahigaoka Kindergarten. It was already summer holiday so there were
only around 50 children staying in the kindergarten during day time. Many parents still have to work in summer so they
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will send their children to the Kindergarten where there will be teachers taking care of them. The children were very
excited to see us, and they were constantly asking us to play with them.

The schedule of the kindergarten was as following. The children will gather at the kindergarten before 9am, and
then they will play outside the play ground for a while. After that they will have some snacks before going back to the
playground for more activities. They will have lunch at noon with an indoor gaming section following. They will have
another snack time after that and finally another outdoor playtime until they are picked up by their parents.

Children in Kagoshima were a bit different than children in Hong Kong. Hong Kong children hate to go outside
where there is no air-conditioning and they also don’t like to play with strangers. However, the children in Kagoshima are
very active and playful. They like to play under the sun and are not afraid of strangers. In fact some of the children were
constantly asking us to play with them. One of their favorite activities was to climb a triangle rack that was used to be the
frame of a swing. They would say the word “dako” repeatedly, which means hug and carry them. | later found myself
terribly busy in carrying children up to hold the rack and later carrying them back down. I also learnt a new word “Haba”,
which means a leaf, when a little girl asked me to hold her up to the tree to pick a big one. | have never worked in a
Kindergarten before and it was very interesting.

27/7

Today we went to a nursery in Myoenji. There were children from different age, starting from new-born baby to
primary school children. The principal was kind enough to show us around the facility. It is very well equipped with many
new buildings. Later | was invited to help out in a 2 to 3 year-old class. They went to play in a small pool and the children
seemed to be very happy to be able to play in the pool. After that they had lunch and then it was time for them to take a
nap. It was not easy to make the children finish their meal and even harder to put them to sleep. But still they were very
cute. Sometimes you have to be very patient with small children and | am very glad to be able to help taking care of them.

After lunch, | was asked to help in cleaning the place and then we played soccer with one of the older kid. Later
in the afternoon we took pictures with the children and left for home. It was also a very interesting day.

28/7

Today we went to a Somen (plain noodles) party hosted by some of the locals. We went there early in the
morning to help out making tableware and setting up the place. Somen party is one of the most unique feasts invented
by the Japanese. A channel of water made by bamboo is set up so that noodles can flow down the channel with the water.
People then have to pick up the noodles from the water and dip it into a specially made sauce. It is a feast usually held in
the hottest months in Japan. All the tableware such as chopsticks and cups were made of bamboo. It was not an easy job
to cut out them from a bamboo stick. | have to say | was sweating all the time while making the tableware. The feast was
ready at around noon and people all came together to enjoy the food. | have seen similar party in Japanese anime but
this was the first time | could experience it in person. It was the kind of unique experience you cannot possibly have being
a tourist. | was very glad to be able to join in such a unique event with the locals.

That night we had a barbecue party at Louis’ place. It was a farewell party since we are leaving our host families
the next day. We chatted a lot and ate much good food that night. | was very grateful to have these generous host
families taking care of us for two weeks.

29/7

It was the last day of me staying in Kawano’s place. | had to wake up early to make sure | was ready to travel
back to Hong Kong. | have to take the 9:29am JR back to Kagoshima, where | would take a bus to the airport. Okasan and
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Tatsuya accompanied me to the Higashi-Ichiki JR station. After 2 weeks living together, they are like family to me, and |
knew | will miss them a lot. We waved at each other as the train speeding up to leave for Kagoshima. | travelled for a
whole day until | was back in home in Hong Kong.

| was very glad to be able to participate in the Karaimo Exchange program and to be able to spend two weeks
with such a great host family. It is a wonderful experience not many can have and for that | am very grateful.
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English Summary:

One of the most notable characteristics of the Japanese is that they are very polite in every place in any
circumstances. Shop keepers and waiters are always very polite no matter you are in a big department store or a small
shop. The politeness of the Japanese doesn’t not limit in the service provider. Even average people you meet can be very
polite. During the trip | meet many local Japanese and they are all very polite and friendly. This is one of the reasons I like
to visit Japan.

Another remark about Japanese is that they are always very aware of staying healthy. Their diet, especially for
the children contains all kinds of nutrition and they also like to exercise frequently. | participated in the radio morning
exercise a few times. It is a set of exercise designed for young children and elders. Teenagers also exercise frequently.
Seya was a soccer player and Sinya was a tennis player. They both go to practice a lot.

The third point | want to share about Japanese is that they have high environmental awareness. The Japanese
are always caring a lot for the environment. They understand the importance of sustainable development and implement
a green life style in their everyday lives. They are very efficient in recycling waste. | saw most of the rubbish bins in
Kagoshima were recycle bins. My host family also recycles most of their waste. They sort out the plastics from the
flammable waste and the paper. The result is that an amazingly small amount of solid waste is created. Also, Japanese are
very keen on saving energy. Many households use solar energy for heating and electricity. They also seldom use air-
conditioning which saves a lot of energy. | really appreciate their effort in protecting the environment. If Hong Kong
people can be half as environmental friendly as the Japanese are, we will have much less environmental problems. This is
something we should really learn from the Japanese.
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English Summary:

Taking part in this exchange program, | saw a totally different part of Japan, which cannot be seen by a tourist. It
was not about shopping and fashion, but was about experiences. In Kagoshima, | was treated as a member of the family.
Not only my family members but also all the people | met there were very nice and unsophisticated. They always talked
with me forwardly, and waited patiently if | could not express myself effectively. Daily life there was busy but substantial.
As they treated me as real member of their family, they always tried to let me work hard, so that | could experience the
real life of Kagoshima.
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English Summary:

I am grateful and honoured for being able to participate in the Karaimo Homestay Programme this year. It has
been a wonderful and unfogettable experience, and maybe a once-of-a-lifetime journey. Joining the programme means a
lot more than merely visiting Japan for the sake of improving one’s Japanese. It is about being part of a Japanese family
and live in the way as they do, and to learn about their culture throughout the period.

My host family is a couple named Yamada, who live in a simple but exotic wooden hut in the countryside of
Yusui. They are at around their 40s and 50s, and work as part time workers at convienient stores, book stores and
pharmacies. My host mom normally has two shifts in a day, from 12pm to midnight, so | did not get to meet her often at
daytime. But, we did chat a lot at night after she returned home, and very often we drank cocktail or wine together while
we were speaking of the day. Sometimes, the three of us would watch DVD together after midnight.

| spent most of the time with my host dad. When he had work in the afternoon, he often drove me to his friends’
places so that | could meet more new friends, as well as to try out new experiences in different fields of work.

At first, | met a blueberry and black pig farmer called Mr. Kamizuru, who is quite famous in Yusui. | helped
sticking labels on glasses of blueberry jam and the collection of firewood. Later one day, a reporter came for an interview
of him, and he invited our family to help him out in preparing a picnic with the reporter. We had a great meal of somen
and fruits. Afterwards we made our own jam and crushed ice.

Later, | met Miss Lee Mei, a Chinese teacher and exchange programme coordinator in Yusui. She invited me to
particpate in a community activity organised for local children. We caught fishes from the river, and had them barbecued
in the community centre nearby. | also had a chance to play with lots of children, they were so passionate to me even
though | could not speak much Japanese.

| also met Mr. Takeno and his family, who gave me the chance to work in a pumpkin field for him. Harvesting
pumpkins was a tough job, but yet another wonderful experience.

Afterwards, | had been staying at two other families’ places. The first one was Mr. Yamada Issei’s place, who
lives with his wife with three adorable children. We worked in the rice field together, and went to the river for swimming
after work. The second one was Mr. Inudo’s place, who is a big fan of Karaimo Homestay Programme. | helped his son in
building their new house by aligning the tiles on top of the roof. And | was so lucky to have joined his grandson’s birthday

party.

When my host dad has a day off, we would go shopping at the supermarket and decide what to cook for the
evening. He is a master chef and he taught me some cooking skills. We would sometimes pay a visit to Kagoshima city for
shopping, and we even took a visit to Sakurajima to see the volcanos.

On my host mom’s birthday on 25" of July, host dad and | made birthday cakes for her as a surprise. She was so
delighted when she realised that. | also bought her a bottle of red wine as present. Just before | left, | wrote them a
thank-you card, and my host mom cried after she saw it. My host parents were really nice to me and | really thank them
for what they have done. | would also like to thank the Department of Japanese Studies, CUHK and the organiser of the
Karaimo Homestay Programme for offering me this wonderful experience.

English Summary:

| am grateful for being able to participate in the Karaimo Homestay Programme this year.

46






A‘ﬁ M‘“‘ W *ﬂﬂma‘fx 3

A __!'_' MA LY S hgq s 0

T e I A R s

A SRR
R R Ny ;“%

48



